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Whethek  the  first  settlement  within  the  limits  of 
TsTew  Plampshire  was  made  at  Little  Harbor  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Piseataqua,  or  at  Dovei'  Neek 
some  six  miles  up  the  riv^ei',  is  a  ([uestion  which 
has  lono^  employed  the  studies  and  })ens  of  oui'  lo- 
cal antiquaries,  and  of  late  has  found  its  way  into 
the  discussions  and  acts  of  our  Legislature.  Each 
ot  these  hx'alitit;s  has  its  warm  partizans,  who  have 
l)rought  to  tlie  controversy  research  and  ingenuity 
in  such  equal  measiuv,  that  the  question  seems,  in- 
deed, to  have  been  buried  still  deeper  in  doubt  and 
obscurity  l)y  their  conl'using  specuhitions.  It  is 
nuich  to  be  regretted  that  uucertainty  sliould  rest 
over  the  most  interesting  of  all  periods  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  state,  that  of  its  l)irtli  and  infancy; 
and  we  feel  that  an  effort  to  clear  away  this  uncer- 
tainty and  to  bi-ing  out  into  the  fight  the  truthful 
jficture  of  those  earliest  days,  will  well  ))e  woith 
the  making. 
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The  date  of  the  settlement  upon  the  promontory, 
now  called  Odiorne's  Point,  at  the  smaller  mouth 
of  the  Piscataqua  river,  is  not  a  matter  of  dispute, 
Mr.  David  Thomson,  a  resident  of  Plymouth,  Eng- 
land, having*  procured  from  the  Grand  Council  of 
Plymouth,  Nov.  15,  1622,  a  pat(int  for  six  thousand 
acres  of  land  to  be  selected  by  him  in  iSTew  Eng- 
land, sailed  from  Plymouth  in  mid-winter  witli  a 
handful  of  colonists  in  the  good  ship  called  the 
''Jonathan  of  Plymouth,"  (the  Mayflower  of  Xew 
Hampshire,)  and  arrived  at  the  Piscataqua  in  the 
early  spring  of  1623.  Mr.  Thomson's  design  was 
to  found  a  plantation,  convenient  for  trade  and  the 
fisheries,  somewhere  near  the  mouth  of  the  Piscat- 
aqua river,  and  as  he  had  visited  ISTew  England  in 
previous  years,  and  was  familiar  with  the  coast,  it 
seems  probable  that  the  site  of  his  settlement  had 
been  determined  upon  before  he  left  Kngland  ujion 
his  present  enterprise.  David  Thomson  is  de- 
scribed by  Morton  xw^Tlie  Neto  England  Canaan,'" 
published  in  1637  as  being  '^a  Scottish  gentleman, 
that  was  conversant  with  those  people  (the  natives) 
a  scholar  and  traveller  that  was  difment  in  taking- 
notice  of  these  things,  as  a  man  of  good  judgment. 

The  original  agreement  or  indenture,  under 
which  Thomson  came  over,  was  recovered  several 
years  ago  among  the  ancient  Winthrop  papers,  and 
has  recently  been  [)ublished  by  Charles  Deanc, 
Esq.,  accompanied  by  copious  and  learned,  notes. 
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Prom  this  it  ajDpears  that  Thomson  had  three  Ply- 
mouth merchants  as  paitneis  or  co-adventiirers 
with  him  in  his  enterprise,  named  Abraham  Col- 
mer,  Nicholas  Sherwill  and  Leonard  Pomei  ie,  who 
were  to  contribute  to  the  expenses  of  founding  and 
carrying  on  the  new  phmtation,  and  to  share  in  its 
property  at  the  ex[)iration  of  the  partnership. 
David  Thomson's  colony,  which  first  landed  with 
him  at  Little  Ilarbor,  comprised  probably  not  more 
than  ten  men. 

The  indenture  referred  to  provides  that  the  little 
colony  "so  landed,  shall  and  will  use  their  best  en- 
deavor (by  the  direccon  of  said  David  Thomson) 
with  as  much  conveniencie  as  maye  be,  to  find  out 
some  fitt  ]3lace  to  settle  and  Builde  some 
houses  or  buildings  for  habitacons,  on  which  they 
are  to  begin  with  as  muche  expedicon  as  they  maj^e; 
to  the  lymits  and  precincts  of  which  haliitacons  or 
buildings  soe  intented  to  be  there  erected,  there 
shall  be  allotted  of  the  lands  next  thereunto  adjoin- 
inge,  at  or  before  the  end  of  five  years  next  ensu- 
ing the  date  hereof,  the  full  quantitie  of  six  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  or  neere  thereabouts." 

In  pursuance  of  this  clause  of  the  Indenture, 
Thomson  and  his  men  selected  the  Point  at  Little 
Harbor  as  a  "fitt  place  to  build  their  houses  for 
habitacons"  and  began  upon  them  with  as  much 
expedicon  as  they  could.  4^he  site  selected  foi*  the 
settlement  was  chosen  with  excel luiil  judgment. 


6"  THE  F1K8T  PLANTING 

From  the  Little  Harbor  fronting  the  north  side  of 
the  promontory  a  salt  water  ereek  runs  back  so  far 
towards  the  ocean,  as  ahnost  to  convert  the  en- 
closed point  into  an  island  of  about  six  hundred 
acres  ai*ea,  which  was  the  precise  amount  of  laud 
required  by  the  Indenture  to  be  allotted  to  the  new 
plantation.  The  soil  is  good,  aiul  among  the  rocks 
on  the  harbor  shore  is  a  living  spring  of  fresli  water. 
The  harboi-  is  safe  and  accessible  at  all  times  to 
vessels  of  hght  draught,  and  most  counuodiously 
situated  for  the  prosecution  of  the  hshei'ies,  as  well 
as  for  the  peltry  tratfic  with  the  Indians  of  Saga- 
more Creek  and  Piscataqua  I'iver.  Above  all  oth- 
er advantages  in  those  perilous  timiis,  the  Point, 
rising  on  every  side  towards  its  centre  and  almost 
surrounded  by  water,  was  easily  defensible  against 
the  assaults  of  savages.  These  considerations 
probably  determined  Thomson  in  the  selection  of 
this  site  for  the  new  jjlantation,  which  he  named, 
perhaps  from  the  Indian  ai)pellation,  ''Pannmvay'' — 
a  name,  which  seems  however  not  to  have  survi\  cd 
the  ])eriod  of  Thomson's  own  occui)ation  and  own- 
ership of  the  plantation. 

The  principal  dwelling  house  erected  at  Pauna- 
way  was  built  of  stone,  and  of  considerable  size. 
Hubbard  informs  us  that  "the  chimney  and  soimt 
part  of  the  stone  wall  were  standing  in  his  day" 
(1680).  The  house,  which,  a  few  yeai-s  after  its 
erection,  passed  into  the  hands  of  Capt.  John  Ma- 
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son  and  his  associates,  was  afterwards  called  by 
these  proprietors  ''Piscataqua  Hoase,"  and  st)ine- 
tinies  in  popnlai"  parlance,  ^'Captain  Mason's  stone 
house."  It  was  never  designated,  we  believe.  Ma- 
son's Hall,  though  Hubbard  and  his  followers  have 
stated  to  the  contrary.  The  term  '-Mason's  Hall" 
was  sometimes  thongh  rarely  applied  to  the  ''Great 
House"  at  Strawberry  Bank,  erected  by  the  adven- 
turers of  Laconia  about  1631.^ 

Thomson's  House,  erected  in  1(323  at  Pannaway, 
seems  from  its  remains  to  have  been  laid  upon  a 
foundation  of  sea  sand  and  small  stones  packed  close 
into  a  trench.  The  sea  sand  is  identical  in  appear- 
ance with  that  still  abundantly  found  on  the  harbor 
shore  in  front  of  the  house.  There  was  no  cellar 
beneath  the  building.  The  walls  above  the  foun- 
dations were  built  of  a  slate-like  shale  laid  in  blue 
clay,  both  of  which  mat(U'ial  are  abundant  in  that 
immediate  neighborhood.  (Jov.  Winthrop  built  foi' 
himself  a  dwelling  house  at  Mistick  of  similar  ma- 
terial a  few  years  later. f  When  not  greatly  exposed 
to  the  I'ain,  the  tough  clay  of  Little  Harbor  is  as 
durable  as  the  best  moi'tar.  The  chimney  of  the 
ancient  Jaffrey  house  at  New  Castle,  as  Mr.  Albee, 
its  present  occupant,  informs  us,  was  laid  in  this 
clay  two  centuries  ago,  and  still  stands  strong  and 
solid. 

*S(',e  Jeinjcss  (Jrig.  Docs,  relating  to  Now  llaiiipsliire. 
1 1  WiiJlhi-op  Go. 
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With  these  materials  close  at  hand,  Thomson 
and  his  colony  conld  have  erected  a  comfortable 
and  spacious  habitation  in  a  short  time  af'tei*  theii' 
landing.  Little  or  nothing  would  have  been  re- 
quired from  England  for  that  purjjose  beyond  win- 
dow glass,  hardware  and  household  utensils.  The 
site  of  the  Pannaway  house  is  still  confidently 
pointed  out  by  the  present  owners  of  the  territory, 
and  part  cf  the  loundation  walls  are  believed  to 
have  been  exposed  by  the  excavations  for  a  road, 
which,  about  thirty  ycai's  ago,  was  laid  out  from  the 
main  highway  to  the  harbor.  Close  by  the  house,  the 
foundations  of  a  small  building,  su])posed  to  have 
been  a  blacksmith's  shop,  are  pointed  out.  Among 
its  debris  have  been  recently  fouiul,  by  very  slight 
excavations  along  the  road-side,  charcoal  and  ash- 
es, nails,  pieces  of  iron,  a  pipe-stem,  etc ,  and  also, 
strange  to  relate,  parts  of  a  human  skeleton.  No 
doubt,  several  other  buildings  were  erected  around 
the  principal  dwelling,  such  as  a  cooper's  shop,  a 
carpenter's  shop,  storehouses,  boat  houses  and 
barns,  but  no  remains  of  these  have  as  yet  been 
discovered. 

The  fishing  stages  and  fish  houses,  we  conjec- 
ture, were  put  up  in  the  sheltered  coves  upon  the 
ocean  side  of  the  point,  and  in  close  proximit}^  to 
Flcike  Hill  as  it  is  called,  where,  according  to  ti'adi- 
tion,  the  fish  were  dried.  Tn  one  of  these  cove> 
are  still  to  be  seen  numbers  of  wooden  s|)iles  driv- 
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eii  into  the  sand,  which  once  served,  pi'obably,  as  a 
foundation  for  fish  houses  or  boat  houses.  Be- 
tween Fhike  Hill  and  the  main  building  lies  a  well 
tilled  cemetery,  which  holds  all  that  remains  of  the 
first  settlei's  of  jSTew  Hampshire,  ^^rom  the  long 
space  between  the  head  stones  and  foot  stones, 
many  of  which  are  still  standing,  this  cemetery 
seems  to  have  been  a  grave  yard  of  men.  We 
found  no  small  graves  in  this  ancient  (jrOiVs  Acre. 
Nature  herself  has  erected  a  most  appropriate  mon- 
ument to  the  memory  of  tlie  hardy,  daring  men 
who  laid  the  foundations  of  our  state  amid  the  dan- 
gers and  pi'ivations  of  the  wilderness,  and  have  here 
at  last  taken  up  their  rest.  Out  of  the  very  graves 
near  the  centre  of  the  small  cemetery  rises  a  rug- 
ged gnarled  walnut  tree,  bent  and  distorted  in  its 
struggles  of  two  centuries  against  the  elements — 
a  memorial  and  symbol  of  the  courage  and  fortitude 
of  the  ancient  Fauna  way  men,  whose  long  slum- 
bers the  noble  tree  defiantly  protects. 

Pannaway  house  must  have  been  a  structure  of 
considerable  size  to  have  afforded  accommodation 
to  Thomson  and  his  new  colony;  and  as  it  Avas  put 
up  by  ordinary  English  workmen,  w  e  may  reasona- 
bly conjecture,  that  it  followed  the  general  plan 
and  presented  the  general  appearance  of  the  dwel- 
ling houses  of  the  time  of  James  I.,  vast  numbers 
of  which  still  remain  in  good  preservation  all  over 
the  old  counti'y.    As  soon  as  his  buildings  were  put 
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in  habitable  condition,  Thomson  entered  aetisely 
into  the  prosecution  of  his  enterprise  at  tlie  Piscat- 
aqua,  and  he  continued  engag*ed  in  that  business  at 
Pannavvay  until  about  the  expiration  of  the  stipula- 
ted tei'ui  of  co-partnership  with  the  Plymouth  Mer- 
chants, in  Nov.  1627. 

Pannaway  plantation  became  at  once  well  known 
along  the  New  England  coast,  and  was  visited 
within  its  very  first  year  by  many  of  the  most  in- 
teresting and  striking  characters  connected  with  our 
early  history.  Phinehas  Pratt  came  there  as  early 
as  May,  1623,  and  before  the  great  crackling  lires 
of  a  cold  spring,  recounted,  no  doubt,  the  story  of 
the  teiM'ible  winter  he  had  ])asse(l  at  Wessagnscns ; 
of  his  marvellous  escape  from  the  murderous  sav- 
ages across  a  trackless  frozen  forest  for  neai*  lilt}' 
miles  into  New  Plymouth  in  (juest  of  succor,  and  of 
the  valiant  achievements  ot  the  i'edoublal)le  jNliles 
Standish,  who,  with  a  small  band  of  soldiei's,  set 
out  the  vei'y  next  day  from  the  Pilgrim  village,  and 
slaying  Pecksuot,  the  savage  chief,  with  liis  own 
hand,  succeded  in  dis])ersing  the  Indians  and  I'es- 
cuing  the  trembling,  exhausted  ])lanters  of  Wessa- 
gnscns from  impending  annihilation. 

A  month  or  two  later,  came  into  Pannaway  a 
half-drowned,  half-naked  man,  ini])l()ring  snccoi- 
and  ])roteetion.  He  proved  to  bc^  Mr.  Thomas 
Weston,  the  faithful  friend  and  agent  of  the  Pil- 
grim fathers  in  England  before  they  sailed  awa\ 
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i'ov  the  new  world,  tboiigh  at  present  they  enter- 
tained towards  him  sentiments  of  distrust  and  un- 
kindliness.  His  political  and  religions  sentiments 
did  not  aeeord  with  those  of  the  separatists  at  New 
Plymouth.  Weston  had  now  been  east  away, 
while  cruising-  along  the  jSTew  Ham})shire  coast  be- 
tween Boar's  Head  and  Merrimack  river;  his  shal- 
lo])  was  vvrecked,  and  himself  afterwards  assailed 
and  strip]jed  of  his  clothes  by  the  Indians.  The 
miserable  man  succeeded  at  last,  however,  in  making 
his  way  along  the  coast  into  Fauna  way,  and  there 
he  was  clad  and  restoi-ed  to  health  and  furnished 
with  means  to  return  to  Plymouth. 

About  this  same  time,  the  Pilgrim  hero,  Miles 
Standish  himself,  made  his  a[)pearance  at  Panna- 
way.  ''Standish,"  says  Hubl)ard,  ''had  been  bred 
a  soldier  in  the  Low  countries  and  never  entered 
the  school  of  Christ  or  of  John  the  Baptist,  or  if 
evei*  he  was  there,  he  had  forgot  his  first  lessons. 
A  little  chimney  is  soon  fired,  so  was  the  Plymouth 
captain,  a  man  of  very  small  stature  yet  of  a  very 
hot  and  angry  temper."^  The  valiant  captain,  at 
the  conclusion  of  his  stout  achievements  in  the  res- 
cue of  Wessaguscus,  was  emi)loyed  to  bu}'^  pi'ovi- 
sions  at  the  eastward  "for  the  refreshing  of  the 
Plymouth  colony."  He  must  have  been  at  Panna- 
way  about  the  last  of  June,  as  he  returned  to 
Plymouth  in  July,  laden  with   the  provisions  he 

""^Hubbard  N.  E.  p.  84. 
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was  ill  quest  of,  and  bringing  along  in  his  company 
our  Mr.  David  Thomson  tVom  Pannaway.* 

The  next  importa  nt  visitor  at  Pa  una  way  was 
Capt.  Christopher  Levett,  '4ds  inajesly's  woodwai-d 
for  Somersetshire,"  as  he  deseribes  himself.  Le\  - 
ett's  design  was  to  establish  a  eity  at  some  efigibli.' 
si)ot  along  the  New  Enghmd  eoast,  to  be  named 
''York,"  after  the  metropolitan  city  in  Enghin<b 
and  to  found  thei'e,  in  all  pomj)  and  eireumslance, 
a  lull  prelatical  estaljlishment  ovv\'  all  lYew  T^ng- 
land,  Capt  Levett  was  aji  ollieer  in  the  royal 
navy,  high  in  favoi*  at  court,  and  oi  nnich  distinc- 
tion in  the  old  country.  He  stayed  at  Pannaway 
about  a  month  during  the  early  spring  of  1024, 
awaiting  the  ari-ival  of  his  men^  to  begin  his  search 
along  the  coast  lor  some  suitable  site  for  his  pro- 
jected city. 

While  Levett  still  remained  at  l^mnaway,  (Gov- 
ernor Kobert  Gorges  arrived  there  with  a  consid- 
ei-able  company.  Kobert  Gorges  was  the  .son  of 
Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  "like  his  father,  of 
an  active  enter[)rising  genius,  and  had  newly  re- 
tui-ned  from  the  Venetian  war."f  He  came  out  with 
a  commission  under  the  Great  Seal,  appointing  him 
^'Lieutenant  General  and  Governor  of  New  Eng- 
land," and  designating  Capt.  Christophei*  Levett, 
before  mentioned,  as  one  of  his  Council.    It  was 

*.Mourt's  Relation. 

f  Belknap,  Life  of  Gorges. 
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at  Paniiaway  that  the  ceremony  of  iiislalUng  Lev- 
I'tt  into  his  high  office  was  performed  by  Governor 
(  rorges,  assisted  by  three  others  ol  liis  (Jouncifand 
in  the  ])resence  of  all  the  people,  no  doubt,  then  at 
the  plantation.  We  may  be  sure  that  this  ceremony, 
to  which  it  was  desirable  to  give  as  much  distinct- 
tion  and  pnblicity  as  possible,  was  ])erfornjed  in  a 
most  imposing  manner  on  that  great  and  stirring- 
day  in  the  annals  of  Pannaway. 

That  the  Indians  wei'e  visitors  at  Pannaway  dur- 
ing tbiC  V(uy  first  year  of  its  foundation,  a[)peai's 
ii'om  the  narrative  of  Phinehas  1^'att,  who  wi-ites 
that  "at  the  time  of  his  (Capt.  Levett)  being  at  Pas- 
cataway  a  sachem  oi*  Sagamor  gave  two  of  his  men, 
one  to  Capt.  Levett  and  another  to  Mr.  4Miomson 
l)ut.one  that  was  there  said,  "How  can  >'ou  trust 
those  savagesV  Call  the  name  of  one  'Watt  ^IVler' 
and  the  other  'Jack  Straw,'  after  the  names  ol  the 
two  gi-eatest  Rebills  yt  ever  were  in  England." 

T^[either  was  the  society  of  women  wholly  lack- 
ing at  Pannaway  during  this  period.  David  Thom- 
son's wile  I'esided  with  him  at  his  new  plantation, 
and  it  is  reasonable  to  l)elieve  that  she  came  not 
w^ithont  female  companions.  And  it  was  hei'e  at 
Pannaway,  that  John,  the  son  of  David,  it  is  be- 
lieved, first  saAV  the  light — the  lirst-born  of  New 
Hampshire. 

We  have  thus  sketched,  as  biieliy  as  ])ossil)lc, 
some  ol  the  principal  events  in  the  history  ol"  l^an- 
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luiway  for  the  first  year  of  its  existence,  I'roiii  ihr, 
spring  of  1623  to  the  sjjring  of  1(324.  It  is  not 
within  the  design  of  this  pajjer  to  lohow  its  history 
any  fnrther.  It  will  snlfiee  onr  [)resent  pnrpose  to 
add,  that  the  plantation  tomided  i)y  David  Thom- 
son and  his  co-adventnrers  at  Little  Harl)or  passed 
in  1630,  by  way  of  lease,  into  the  hands  of  the 
company  of  Laconia.  It  Avas  then  that  the  donghty 
soldier  of  fortnne,  Capt.  Waltei'  Neale,  tlie  Goy- 
ei'nor  for  that  company,  and  the  worthy  comj)eer 
of  Miles  Standish  himself,  took  possession  of  Pan- 
naway  as  his  ''chiefe  habitacon,"  and  thns  ])reserved 
the  nnclens  of  the  fntnre  State  of  ISTew  Hampshire. 

The  Pannaway  i)lantation,  the  story  of  whose 
birth  and  infancy  we  have  thns  ontlined,  was,  we 
are  convinced,  prior  in  date  to  any  other  settle- 
ment within  the  limits  of  onr  State^  and  several 
years  anterior  to  that  of  Edward  Hilton  at  Dover 
Point.  The  earliest  period  to  which  the  lattei*  set- 
tlement can  be  referred  npon  any  of  the  testimony 
which  has  come  down  to  iis,  is  the  yeai'  1628,  or 
possibly  the  year  1627.  If  there  had  been  any  set- 
tlement at  Dover  Neck  prior  to  that  jjeriod,  thei  e 
exists  the  testimony  of  no  contemporary,  to  the  ef- 
fect that  he  had  visited  it  or  had  seen  it,  or  had 
heard  of  it  from  rnmoi*  or  i-ejjort.  And  certainly 
it  is  highly  improbalde  that  snch  a  settlement  con  Id 
have  existed  for  four  oi*  five  years  up  the  Piscata- 
qua  rivei',  without  having  been  known  to  the  Pil- 
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^^\'\m  hi.storians,  such  as  Bradfoi'd  and  Wiiislow, 
nor  once  spoken  of  or  referred  to  Ijy  any  of  the 
nmnei'ons  visitoi's  at  Pannaway. 

If  Hilton's  Point  had  been  settled  as  early  as 
1623,  would  not  the  planters  and  servants  employed 
there  have  fonnd  occasions  to  meet  constantly  and 
familiarly  with  their  countrymen  at  the  thriving 
plantation  of  Pannaway  only  six  miles  distant? 
would  not  the  existence  of  a  Hilton's  Point  colou}^ 
have  been  as  well  and  widely  known  as  that  of 
Pannaway  itself?  And  yet  no  settlement  at  Hil- 
ton's Point  until  several  years  subsequent  to  that 
of  Thomson  at  Little  Harbor,  is  refei-red  to  by  any 
New  England  writer  of  that  time  or  in  any  con- 
temporaneous paper,  letter,  affidavit  oi*  document 
of  any  kind.  On  the  contrar}^  Christopher  Lev- 
ett,  Esq.  who,  as  we  have  seen,  spent  a  month  at 
Pannaway  in  the  early  spring  of  1024,  so  far  from 
having  heard  of  any  English  settlement  up  the 
river,  writes  thus  on  his  leaving  for  the  Eastward: 
About  two  miles  further  to  the  East,  I  found  a 
great  rivei'  and  a  good  hai'boi-,  called  Pascattaway, 
but  for  the  ground  I  can  say  nothing,  but  by  the 
relation  of  the  Sagamore  or  King  of  that  place, 
who  told  me  thei'e  was  much  good  ground  up  in 
the  river  about  seven  or  eight  leagues."^ 

Certaiidy,  if  Hilton  had  settled  a  plantation  at 
Dover  Neck  in  1623,  Levett  must  during  his  long 


*2  Maine  Hist.  Col.  p.  80. 
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visit  to  David  Thomson  have  heard  of  such  a  set- 
tlement, and  would  not  have  been  c  ompelled  to  rely 
upon  an  Indian  Sagamore  for  a  description  of  the 
Piscataqua  river;  nor  is  it  likely  that  lu;  Avould 
have  passed  over  without  notice  so  important  a 
cii'cumstance  as  the  loundation  there  oi"  a  new 
English  colony.  It  is  fair  to  conclude,  in  the 
absence  of  direct  testimony  on  the  subject,  that  uj) 
to  the  time  of  Levett's  visit  to  Pannaway  in  1()24, 
the  Piscataqua  above  its  mouth  still  remained  a 
solitude  unbroken  by  white  hcttler.s. 

The  patent  of  Hilton's  Point  was  granted  to 
Edward  Hdton,  March  12,  1G29  according 
to  our  present  style  of  reckoning,)    about  sectn 
years  after  the  settlement  of  lMu)ms(>n  at  Panna- 
way.   Can  it  be  believed  that  Hilton  founded  a  [)lan- 
tation  at  Hilton's  Point,  in  lG2i),  sevtn  years  before 
he  got  a  deed  of   the  land  his  plantation  stood 
upon?     No  great  expense  would  certainly  have 
been  incurred  by  him  until  he  had  first  acquired 
title  to  the  soil.    Nor  did  EdAvard  Hilton  himsell" 
ever  to  our  knowledge   make   any   pietence  to 
having  begun  a  plantation  on  the  Piscataqua  at  so 
early  a  date.    The  patent  granted  to  him  in  KioO 
recites,  as  usual  with  such  insti'uments,  the  utmost 
that  he  claimed  to  have  done  at  Hilton's  Point  be- 
fore that  year.    The  language  is  this,  "that  Ed- 
ward Hilton  and  his  associates  hath  already  at  his 
and  their  own  j)roper  costs  and  chai'ges  transported 
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sunclfy  servants  to  plant  in  New  England  afore- 
said at  a  place  there  called  by  the  natives  Wecana- 
cohunt,  otherwise  Hilton's  Point,  lying  some  two 
leagues  from  the  month  of  the  river  Pascataquack 
in  New  England  aforesaid,  where  thc}^  have  al- 
ready built  some  houses  and  planted  corn,  and  for 
that  he  does  further  intend  l)y  God's  Divine  As- 
sistance to  transport  thither  more  people  and  cat- 
tle, &c."^ 

It  will  be  seen  that  Hilton  made  no  claim  to 
having  settled  a  plantation  at  Hilton's  Point  so 
early  as  1G23.  as  he  naturally  would  have  done 
had  such  been  the  fact.  Noi-  is  their  any  })i'etence 
in  the  patent  that  he  had  set  up  Jisliiny  sta(/es  Ihert, 
as  Belknap  and  others,  following  Hubbard,  have 
asserted.  The  language  of  the  Grant  ■  imports, 
simply  that  the  plantation  at  Hilton's  Point  wa;?  to 
l)e  carried  on  for  trade  and  agi'iculturey  and  that 
feeble  beginnhigs  in  that  dii'ection  had  been  very 
lately  made,  to  be  followed  by  a  more  strenuous 
exertion  and  a  largei'  outlay  upon  the  acquisition 
of  title  to  the  plantation.  Edward  Hilton  lived  on 
the  Piscataqua  foi'  many  years  after  founding  his 
plantation,  and  was  a  gentleman  of  energy  and 
l)i'obity.  His  territory  was  sold  by  him  shortly  al- 
ter he  obtained  his  patent,  to  Capt.  Thomas  AVig- 
gin  and  his  associates  of  Shrewsbury,  England. 

*  See  Hilton's  Point  Patent  at  large,  xVppenclix  No.  1. 
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This  patent  became  foi*  inaiiy  alter  years  the 
source  of  much  conflict  and  litigation.  Yet  ne\er 
did  Hilton,  nor  those  claiming-  title  under  him,  un- 
dertake to  strengthen  that  title  by  averring  a 
seven  years'  possession  and  actual  occupation  he- 
fore  his  patent  was  issued. 

Positive  testimony  as  to  the  date  of  the  Hilton's 
Point  settlement  may,  however,  be  found  in  a  care- 
ful declaration  made  in  1G54  to  the  Mass.  General 
Court,  by  John  Allen,  Nicholas  Shapleigh  and 
Thomas  Lake,  wherein  the  Hilton's  Point  Patent 
is  relied  upon  by  the  declarants  as  a  protection 
against  certain  alleged  encroachments  made  by  the 
Mass.  authorities.  These  three  declarants,  lamiliai' 
with  the  whole  histoiy  of  Hilton's  Point  and  inter- 
ested to  make  out  Hilton's  title  and  possession  as 
ancient  as  they  could,  jjresent  the  following  as  the 
first  article  of  their  case.  ^^1,  that  Mi'.  Edward 
Hilton  was  possessed  of  this  land  about  the  yeai" 
1628,  which  is  about  2(5  years  ago."  ^  Edwai'd 
Hilton  was  then  living  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Great  Bay,  well  and  intimately  known  to  all  the 
declaranls;  and  the  date  of  his  first  possession  of 
Hilton's  Point  must  have  been  within  the  familiar 
knowledge  of  them  all. 

The  notion  among  our  historians  and  antiquaries 
that  the  Dovcj*  settlement  was  contemporaneous 
with  that  of  Pannaway  in  the  spring  of  1621],  is 

*  1  N.  H.  Prov.  Pap.  157. 
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fouDclecl  wholly  and  solely,  so  far  as  we  can  dis- 
cove]',  upon  a  certain  careless  statement  contained 
in  Hubbard's  Ilist.  ol  New  England,  written  more 
than  hall'  a  century  alter  the  settlement  ol'  New 
llam])shii'e — a  loose  statement, made  upon  hearsay, 
in  a  pai'agra[)h  (as  printed)  C(nispieuous  in  all  re- 
spects for  inaccuracy.  And  worse  than  all,  the 
little  ot  truth  the  paragraph  of  liev.  William  Hub- 
bard of  Ipswich  did  contain,  has  been  most  gross- 
ly distorted  and  misunderstood.  Ilubbai'd's  lan- 
guage is  this  :  "Some  merchants  and  other  gen- 
tlemen in  the  Avest  of  England  sent  over 
that  year  (1623)  one  Mr.  David  Thomson  with  Mr. 
h]dward  Hilton  and  his  brother  Mr.  William  Hilton, 
who  had  been  hshniongers  in  London,  with  some 
othei's  that  came  along  with  them,  liu"nished  with 
necessai'ies  loi*  carrying  on  a  ])lantation  there 
(about  Piscataqua  River.)  Possibly  others  might 
be  sent  alter  them  in  the  years  f(jllowing  1G24  and 
1025;  some  of  whom  first,  in  i)rol)ability,  seized  on 
a  place  called  the  Ijittle  Harbor  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Piscataqua  river,  toward  or  at  the  mouth  there- 
of; tlie  Hiltons.  in  the  meanwdiile,  setting  up  their 
stages  higher  up  the  river  tow^ard  the  northwest  at 
or  about  a  place  since  called  Dovei*.  But  at  that 
place  called  Little  Harboi-  it  is  su])posed  Avas  the 
first  house  set  up  that  was  built  in  those  |>arts."* 
An  examination  of  this  statement  by  Hubbard 

*Hubbarcr8  Hist.  pp.  214,  '2\i). 
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will  satisfy  the  student  that  it  aiiiomits  to  this: 
First,  that  the  first  house  or  settleineut  ou  the  Pis- 
eataqua  was  made  at  Littk-  Ilarhor.  Second,  that 
the  liiltons  set  up  their  stages  up  the  I'ivei'  some- 
time in  the  7Htafiwhile  between  and  ilie  yeai's 
following  1624  and  1625;  and  lluhhard  has  not  said 
nor  meant  to  say  that  Hihon's  settk'inenl  was  made 
in  1623.  Third,  that  the  lliUons  set  u[)  their  stages 
at  or  about  a  phiee  sinee  ealled  Dover.  Hubbard 
lias  not  stated  nor  meant  to  state  that  th(ise  stages 
were  set  up  at  Hilton's  I'oint  pi-eciscly,  but  only  at 
some  phiee  aljoat  tliat  I'oint . 

A  little  eonsideiation  will  convince  us  that  Hub- 
bard could  hardly  have  intended  to  say  that  tlie 
Hiltons  did  ever  set  uj)  .sta</('.s  at  Hit  ton's  Point ; 
and  certainly  Hilton  himsell'  in  the  preamble  to 
his  grant  of  1630  never  made  any  [)retence,  as  wc 
have  seen,  to  having  set  u[)  any  tishing  stages 
there.  The  stac/es  referred  to,  were  large  and  e\- 
])ensive  structui'es,  intended  for  use  in  the  fishiny 
fjusiness.  Hilton's  Point  is  situated  some  six  oi' 
seven  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Piscatacpui  river 
— a  tidal  stream  oi  such  ra})idity  that  it  is  often 
impossible  for  a  boat  to  overcome  its  current,  while 
on  the  other  hand  the  great  codhshei'ies  lie  sevei-al 
miles  out  to  sea  beyond  the  river's  moutli.  A  fish- 
erman leaving  Hilton's  Point  at  the  wvy  turn  ol' 
the  ebb  tide,  might,  i)erhaps,  undei-  favorable  cir- 
cumstances, reach  the  lishiug  banks  in  the  coiu'se 
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of  lour  hours;  if  he  intended  to  I'etnrn  by  the  next 
flood  tide,  he  woukl  be  eoinpelled  to  turn  haclc 
witliont  easting  a  hook.  If  lie  stayed  two  oi- tliree 
hours  to  fish,  he  wouhl  not  be  able  to  get  home  the 
same  day.  Can  it  be  believed  that  experienced 
fishermen  would  have  selected  such  a  site  as  Hil- 
ton's Point  for  a  fishing  establishment,  when  as 
good  land  oi*  better  could  have  been  taken  up  any- 
where at  the  river's  mouth  or  along  the  coast? 

Where,  indeed,  it  really  was  that  these  lishing 
stages  vvei'e  set  up,  (if  at  all,)  Hubbard  has  not 
delinitely  informed  us,  nor  can  we  now  discover; 
but  it  hardly  seems  probable  that  a  site  was  select- 
ed above  the  river  iiarrows.  l\iking  the  whole 
case  together,  we  may  i)erhaps  conchule  from  Hub- 
bard's statements,  if  we  chose  to  jjlace  any  reliance 
whatever  u])on  them,  as  they  sUdtd  piitdiil^  that 
the  Hiltons  sometime  between  iG2f)  and  1()2G 
founded  a  fishing  establishment  somewhere  u])  the 
river  between  Dover  and  the  riv^er's  mouth.  Tliis 
n)ay  be  the  ti-uth,  without  conliicting  in  the  least 
with  the  testimony  we  have  a{lduced,  that  the  trad- 
ins:  and  agricultural  establishment  on  Hilton's 
Point  itself  was  founded  by  Edward  Hilton  in  the 
year  1627  or  1(328. 

We  perceive,  thei'efore,  that  Hubbard  is  no  au- 
thority whatevei-  in  support  of  the  alleged  settle- 
ment of  Hilton's  Pohit  in  1G23,  and  as  no  other  ev- 
idence has  been  adduced  to  prove  such  a  bctllement 
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eontemporaneonsly  with  that  at  Paiinaway,  Ave  may 
justly  consider  the  question  at  rest,  and  aeeord  the 
priority  in  the  first  phmting  of  New  llanijjshire  hy 
several  yeai's  to  David  Thomson  and  his  men  at 
Pa!nnaway.  Indeed  a  close  scrutiny  of  Hubbard's 
statement  by  the  light  of  otiier  facts  will  conveil 
his  misunderstood  narrative  into  an  authorit}'  for 
our  conchision.  He  tells  us  that  the  settlement 
"at  or  about  a  place  since  called  Dover"  was  nnuU' 
])y  the  tioo  Hiltons,  Edward  and  William.  If  thai 
were  so,  it  coukl  not  have  bc^en  made  in  the  year 
1623,  because  William  is  found  residing  at  l?ly- 
mouth  with  his  family  as  late  as  1624,  and  indeed 
is  not  mentioned  as  living  on  the  Piscatacpia  untii 
several  years  later. 

We  venture  to  add,  though  unnecessary  to  our 
argument,  that  the  time  and  manner  of  Edivard 
Hilton's  arrival  in  the  Fiscatacpia  is  also  very  un- 
certain. Hubbard  writes  that  both  Edward  and 
William  came  over  in  company  with  Thomson  in 
1623.  That  the  careless  histoi  ian  made  a  gross  er- 
ror as  to  William  we  have  just  pointed  out,  and  it 
is  probable  he  fell  into  a  similar  mistake  as  to  Ed- 
ivard. At  all  events,  the  Indenture  between  Thom- 
son and  his  partners  gives  no  countenance  to  Iltdj- 
bard's  loose  expressions;  and  not  a  particle  of  con- 
temporaneous testimony  has  been  added  tending  to 
show  Edward  Hilton's  residence  at  the  Piscataqua 
before  the  year  1628,  when  he  lirst  appears  as  as- 
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isesst'd  £'1  towards  the  expense  of  Morton's  banish- 
ment. 

A  strong"  eoneurrent  body  (A'  testimony  wonld, 
indeed,  be  neeessai'y  to  satisfy  a  rational  mind,tliat 
Edward  and  AVilliam  flilton,  or  Jlldvvai'd  alone  set- 
tled at  Dover  Neck  as  early  as  1G23.  At  that  pe- 
riod not  a  white  man  dwelt  withjn  all  the  bordei's 
of  New  Hampshire,  tribes  of  bloodthii'sty  ^"^nefan- 
dons"  savages  roamed  thi'ongh  the  i)ine  Ibrests  and 
gathered  aronnd  the  falls  oi  the  rivers.  Hilton's 
Point,  from  its  close  proximity  to  the  Coeheeo, 
where  hn'ge  l)ands  of  Indians  nnide  their  homes, 
was  ])articnlarly  exposed  to  savage  assanlt.  Is  it 
credible  that  Hilton,  withont  any  colony  lo  assist 
him,  (foi",  as  we  have  seen,  no  colony  came  over  to 
J)over  Neck  nntil  1G28  or  1(529,)  shonld  have,  as 
early  as  removed  from  the  succor  of  all  his 

fi'iends,  six  or  seven  miles  i'rom  Pannaway,  and 
taken  np  an  almost,  if  not  altogethei-,  solitary  I'esi- 
dence  in  the  midst  of  treacherons  and  crnel  savages; 
when  the  whole  country  j^ractically  lay  open  to 
him  to  go  in  and  occupy  where  he  would  ?  A  wise 
and  j)rospei'ons  merchant,  as  Edvvard  Hilton  w^as, 
a  prndent  and  judicions  gentlemen,  as  he  ever  af- 
terwards jjroved  himself  to  ])e,  wonld  ne\  er,  we  be- 
lieve, have  undei  taken  an  enterpi  ise  as  unnecessary 
and  profitless,  as  it  wonld  have  l)een  rash  and  tool- 
bar dy. 

It  was  some  years,  w^e  conclude,  after  the  settle- 
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inent  of  Paiinawuy,  whether  we  conttider  the  testi- 
mony or  weigh  the  iiitj'insie  probabilities,  belore 
the  plantation  at  Hilton's  Point  could  have  been 
begun;  and  it  is  mnch  to  be  regretted,  that  the  an- 
tiquaries and  historians  of  our  State  should  have 
permitted  the  Legislature  to  fall  into  thv.  evvov  ot 
incorporating  a  body  of  men  to  ei'cct  a  monument 
at  Dover  Neck,  ^''in  commemoration  ol'  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Point  in  1G23." 


Ix  the  preceding  monograph  we  have  souglit  to 
ili«pel  the  obscurity  which  has  so  long  envekjped 
tlie  vt'ry  cradle  of  New  Hampshire  history.  We 
have  endeavored  to  establish  that  tlie  hrst  Itlnglish 
settlement  wilhin  the  limits  ol*  that  State  was  made 
l)y  David  Thorjison  and  his  company  in  at 
l^annavvay,  Little  Harbor,  about  Iin  e  years  earlier 
than  rJdvvard  Hilton  began  his  })lantation  at  Hil- 
ton's Point,  now  cahed  Dover  Neck 

Advancting  from  this  starting  point  only  a  lew 
steps  further  into  the  early  history  of  iSTew  Hamp- 
shire, the  student  is  again  shut  in  by  a  dense  fog, 
thi'ough  which  foi'  a  long  time  he  is  com[)elled  to 
grope  his  uncertain  way.  Before  the  year  IGIW  is 
])assed,  he  tinds  himself  in  the  midst  of  a  numl)er 
of  patents  on  the  l^iscataqua,  none  of  which  can  he 
chiai'ly  make  out  and  define.  He  j)erc(;ives  h)ng 
and  bitter  contests  between  these  rival  patents,  the 
tine  gi-omid  of  which  he  cannot   understand.  He 
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(liseovei'is  that  at  last  all  these  conteiKVing-  paten- 
tees and  phuiters  are  in  some  y^ixy  swept  into  the 
jiirisdietion  of  Massaehnsetts  Bay,  but  the  dextei- 
ons  legei'demain  by  which  the  annexation  w.is  el'- 
feeted,  entirely  escapes  his  detection.  In  vain(h)e> 
he  seek  for  light  in  the  pages  ot  the  Pilgrim  or  the 
Puritan  liistorians.  That  whole  confratei'uity,  in- 
deed, avowedly  look  up(^n  the  Piscataf[ua  planta- 
tions with  utter  contem])t,  and  waste  little  or  no 
time  upon  the  annals  of  those  ''sons  of  Belial,"  whr) 
haunted  about  the  lower  part  of  the  river. 

Moreover^  it  haj)pens,  iis  we  shall  see  in  tlie  se- 
quel, that  it  became  the  policy  of  the  liay  (Jolony. 
in  prosecuting  their  designs  over  the  Piscatacjua,  to 
say  or  write  as  little  as  possible  on  the  ,-?ul)ject,  sc? 
that  in  case  they  should  ever  be  caUed  to  account 
for  their  conduct  in  the  matter,  they  could  not,  iis 
any  event,  be  condemned  out  of  their  own  months. 

The  true  story  of  the  Piscataqua  l^itents  has 
thus  nevei-  been  told;  and,  indeed,  until  the  i-ecent 
discovery  of  important  documents  in  the  English 
Archives,  bearing  on  the  subject,  that  ])ortion  ol* 
our  eai'ly  history  was  inca[)able  oi  any  clear  rela- 
tion. 

Let  us  attempt  to  dissipate  some  of  the  mists, 
w^hich  have  so  long  hung  over  Piscataqua  River. 
Let  us  enquire  what  these  patents  really  wei*e,  what 
was  theii'  real  meaning,  what  must  l)e  tlieir  ti'ue 
construction,  what  conflicting  interests  arose  undi  r 
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them;  let  us  sketeh  tlie  outlines  of  their  history 
down  to  their  extiiietioii,  and  diseover.  if  possible, 
in  what  way  these  ])atents  were  at  last  merged  in- 
to the  Bay  Colony.  Sneh  an  en([uiry,  in  the  ])res- 
ent  state  of  onr  knowledge,  nuist  needs  he  delicate 
and  difiieult;  nor,  in  so  novel  an  iindertakiiig  is  it 
likely  to  attain  absolute  sueeess.  Our  ho])es  will 
be  fully  gratified,  if  these  few^  ])ages  shall  succeed 
in  letting  in  some  measure  ol  light  upon  this  ob- 
sc'ure  and  eonlused  portion  o(  our  early  history. 

llie  instruuieiit  which  has  beeu  the  chief  cause 
of  the  confusion  and  obscui'ity  refei  red  to,  was  tlu^ 
Patent,  uientioned  in  the  [)receding  luonogi'aph, 
gi'anted  in  l()29-oO  by  the  (irand  Council  for  Xew 
I^]ugland  to  Edwai-d  Hiltou  and  his  associates — a 
])etty  conveyance  of  a  small  tract  ol*  laud  around 
Dover  Neck,  but  vvhicli  in  the  course  ol"  events 
liaving  been  elevated  into  some  j)olitical  iuiportauce, 
played  a  leading  part,  as  we  shall  see,  in  the  early 
annals  of  New  Ilamj)shire. 

!t  was  during  the  yeai's  1028  aud  ,1029,  that  Mr, 
Edward  Hilton,  a  meudjer  ol  tlie  ani^ienl  and  hon- 
orable (xuild  of  Fislnnongers  of  London,  with  the 
aid  of  a  nuud)er  ol'  I^ristol  merchanls,  j)ut  uj)  a  few 
(•ahius  at  tlie  l*oint  which  look  his  nauie,  and  laid 
th(^  leel)le  tbuudations  of  a  trading  aud  lumbcM  ing 
plantaliou.  I'his  occupation  was,  it  seenis,  uuwai- 
ranted  by  auy  prc^vious  giaul-  of  litle  froiu  the 
(jti'and  Corriu-il;  tliough  pi'ohabl)  r^(>llie  agrt'cmi-ut 
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or  understanding  had  been  arrived  at,  for  the  exe- 
cution of  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  of  conveyance, 
as  soon  as  the  phintation  should  be  fairly  undei' 
way.  It  was  not  uncommon  for  the  Gi-and  Coun- 
cil to  require  from  ])etitioners  for  land  in  New 
England,  some  evidence  of  elfoits  already  made 
and  expenditures  actually  incurred  towards  the 
improvement  of  the  desired  territoi'y,  before  the 
patent  was  actuall}^  executed  and  delivered.  As 
the  quitrents  on  these  conveyances  were  merely 
nominal,  the  Council  could  hai'dly  have  hit  iq)ou  a 
better  way  of  testing  tlie  sincerity  and  ability  of 
those  who  solicited  from  them  gratuitous  gi  ants  lor 
the  alleged  design  of  founding  plantations  in  tlu; 
New  World. 

Edward  Hilton  and  his  associates  having  in 
and  1629  '''transported  sundry  servants  to  phuit 
upon  Hilton's  point,  now  Dover  Neck,  built  some 
houses,  planted  corn,  etc.,"  and  having  thus  satis- 
factorily shown  their  intention  and  ability  to  (^arry 
forward  the  plantation  already  begun,  at  length 
received  fi'om  tlu^  Clrand  (Council  a  conveyance  oi* 
Patent  for  the  territory  they  had  taken  up.  This 
Patent  was  executed  March  12,  1(>2!)  (old  style), 
or  according  to  our  present  supputation  of  time, 
March  23,  IGHO.^' 

The  tei-ritory  conveyed  to  Hilton  and  his  associ- 
ates by  this  Patent  is  bounded  and  described  in  tiie 

*  See  llie  Patent  in  the  Appendix  No.  1. 
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instruraent,  as  follows:  All  that  part  of  the  river 
Pascataquach,  called  or  hioum  hy  the  name  o  f  We- 
canacolmnt  or  Hilton's  Point  lolth  the  sotdh  side  of 
the  said  river ^  up  to  the  fall  of  the  river  and  three 
miles  iiito  the  maine  land  hy  all  the  breadth  afore- 
said ^ 

We  invite  particular  study  into  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  this  brief  description,  because  of 
the  falsification  of  its  terms  and  the  strange  distor- 
tion of  its  meaning,  which  wc  believe  was  su])se- 
(piently  put  upon  the  patent  by  the  authorities  of 
Massachusetts  Bay ;  whereby  the  i)atent  was  split 
into  two  distinct  parts,  and  a  large  tract  of  territo- 
ry on  the  southerly  or  Rockingham  ('ounty  side 
of  the  river  was,  by  construction,  brought  within 
its  limits.  To  the  consideration  of  this  sul)ject  in 
gi'eater  detail,  wc  shall  return  in  the  se([uel,  altei- 
sevei'al  other  necessary  preliminaries  have  been 
brought  to  the  student's  knowledge 

It  se(;ms  clear  to  us,  that  the  terms  of  the  Pat- 
ent ai-e  intended  to  bound  and  limit,  not  ttvo  en- 
tirely separate  and  disjoined  bodies  of  land,  (as 
Massachusetts  afterward  contended,)  but  only  the 
one  contiguous  compact  territory,  on  wliich  Hilton 
and  his  associates  had  already  hegnn  their  ])lanta- 
tion.  Such,  indeed,  is  tlu^  express  declaration  ol' 
the  ])rcamble  to  the  grant,  l^eginning  at  Hiltoirs 
I'oint,  (now  called  Dover  Neck— a  well-defined 
projection   into   Piscata(|ua   I'iver,)    the  boundary 
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line,  as  we  construe  the  Patent,  ran  np  along-  the 
southei'ly  side  ol  that  I'iver  to  tl:e  lower  or  (^(iiain- 
])egan  Falls — a  distance  of  some  seven  oi*  eight 
miles — and  reached  back  into  the  interior  country 
three  miles  along  the  entii'e  liver  Irontage;  thus 
embracing  a  considerable  portion  ol  the  present 
towns  ol*  Dover,  liollinsrord  and  Dinhaui,  and  in- 
cluding the  falls  of  the  Cocheco  and  Oyster  l  ivei  s.'^" 

Soon  after  obtaining  his  Patent,  Mi*,  l^^dwai'd 
Hilton  returned  to  the  [*iscata(pia  with  reinforce- 
ments and  supplies,  and  settled  down  at  the  Point, 
which  alrc^ady  boi'e  his  name.  Formal  possession 
or  limrif  of  seizin  was  gi\en  to  him  'inly  7,  Kiol, 
by  Thomas  Lewis. 

Hilton's  Point,  now  called  Dover  Necdc,  ui)on 
wliich  Hilton  and  his  men  pitcheil  theii'  settlement, 
is,  in  tlie  languag(i  of  Dr.  l^elkna]), a  high  ne(d< 
of  land  l)etween  tlu^  main  branch  ol"  Paseata- 
(jua  and  l^a(dv  Uiver,  about  two  mih's  long  and 
half  a  mile  wide,  rising  alon<>-  a  lini^  road  and  de- 
dining  on  each  side  like  a  ship's  deck.  It  com- 
mands an  extensive  and  vaiiegat(nl  prospect  of  tlu^ 
I'ivers,  bays,  adjacent  shores  and  distant  mountains. 
It  has  often  been  admired  by  tiavellei-s  as  an  ele- 
gant situation  for  a  city,  and  b>  military  gent  lemen 
for  a  fortress. ''f 

*  S(^c  tlie  Sk(;tch  Map,  hifru,  wlu-rcoii  tin-  bM  rilory  witluti  tlu'sc 
bouiuls  is  coloiHul  ill  ruL 
t  ;5  ni.'lkiiap,  N.  H.  Ml). 
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But  on  the  otlier  hand,  the  new-come  phmters 
soon  felt  the  sore  need  of  meadow  land  and  [)as- 
turage,  not  to  be  found  on  the  sandy  Pohit  itself, 
nor  in  its  convenient  vicinity  within  their  own 
grant.  Across  the  wide  waters  to  the  south,  how- 
ever, i-e|)osed  unoccupied  a  country  o(  virgin  beau- 
ty, heavily  timbei'ed  with  priuieval  foi'usts,  and 
fringed  all  round  its  watered  sides  with  emerahl 
helds,  and  meadows  both  salt  and  fresh.  It  was 
very  natural  that  the  Hilton  Point  planters  should 
soon  Call  into  the  easy  way  of  ferrying  their  llocks 
and  herds  aci'oss  the  I'iver  to  graze  upon  these  va- 
cant lands.  Before  long  they  ciumt  to  mowing 
gi'ass  and  felling  timber  and  planting  the  fields; 
and  then  one  alter  another  put  u[)  dwellings  and 
barns  and  entered  into  lull  atlverse  j)ossession  of 
the  territory,  now  embraced  in  Newington  and 
(iireenland.  Legal  title  to  these  lbr(\sls  and  luead- 
ows,  we  believe,  they  had  none.  In  alter  years,  it 
is  ti'ue,  these  tres])assers  und(irtook  to  rest  their 
title  u\)0\\  some  ancient  Indian  grant,  but,  as  is 
well  known,  Indian  deeds  to  New  England  lands 
were  not  in  law  held  to  be  any  better  ''than  the 
scratch  (jf  a  l)ear's  claw."  ^I^hey  occupied  these 
lands,  in  the  beginning,  as  r((('tuuu  (Ioin  'k'IU tnn^  in 
the  al)sence  of  any  elfective  o|)position  Irom  the 
ti'ue  owners. 

Ijct  us  then  (inquire,  tvho  tr<'ir  IJic  nal  proi>rl<- 
tors  of  these  Koclvingham  Counly  lamU  at  thelifne 
the  Hilton  Point  planters  ti'cspassed  uj)(»n  them. 
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As  a  preface  to  this  enquiry,  we  need  to  state, 
that  in  IS^ov.  1629,  about  four  months  prioi-  to  the 
execution  of  the  Hilton  Patent,  a  lar^e  tra(;t  oi 
territory,  situated  in  tlK^  pi-esent  State  of*  New- 
York  around  Lake  Chami)hiin,  had  been  gi  anted 
by  the  Grand  Council  to  Sir  Ferdinando  Goi'ges, 
Capt.  John  Mason  and  seven  other  associates/'" 
This  province  was  named  Laconiu^  by  i-eason  "ol 
the  great  Lakes  therein." 

The  design  of  the  Lac'onia  adventiu'ers  was  to 
seize  npon  and  engross  to  theii*  own  profit  the  rich 
peltry  traffic  of  that  vast  region,  then  in  thi^  hands 
of  the  French  and  the  Dntcli.  It  was  believed,  in 
the  absence  of  accurate  knowledge  of  tlu^  interior 
conntry,  that  Lake  Chami)lain  (then  called  tlur 
Iroquois)  conld  be  reached  from  the  New  I^]ngland 
coast  by  a  journey  of  about  1)0  miles,  and  that 
ordy  a  narrow  portagt  separated  it  ii'oni  the  head 
watei's  of  Piscatacpia  I'ivei'.  Undei'  this  delusion, 
the  Lacotiians  hired  tlie  l)uildings  which  had  been 
j)ut  np  seven  years  before  by  David  ^Fhomson  at 
the  smaller  month  ot  the  l*iscata(|ua,  and  estab- 
lished there,  nnder  command  of  (Japt.  Waltei- 
Neale,  a  factory  or  enti-epot,  as  a  basis  for  their 
magnificent  designs  upon  the  New  York  lakes. 
The  company  of  Laconia  were  in  tlu^  actnal  i)os- 
session  of  Pannaway  at  Little  Ihn'bor  wluMi  Hilton 
and  his  company  sailed  up  the  riviM-  to  establish 

*  SctiUie  l*atentof  Laconia,  Joiuiess'  l.>lc<  of  Slioals,  l^iuI  ImI.  p.  ISO. 
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their  plantation  at  Hilton's  Point  eight  miles  above. 
And  before  Hilton's  title  was  perfected  by  livery 
of  seizin^  Strawberi-y  Bank  had  begun  to  be  set- 
tled ;  no  less  than  sixty  men  were  employed  in  the 
company's  business  on  the  Piscataqua,*  and  a 
plantation  had  been  established  at  IS^ewichwannock, 
not  far  from  (\)uampegan  Palls,  and  on  the  op})0- 
site  side  of  the  river  from  Hihpn's  grant.  It  seems 
to  us  obvious  from  these  considerations,  that  the 
character  and  extent  of  the  Hilton  patent  must 
have  been  familiarly  knowMi  and  understood  by  the 
('ompan}^  of  Laconia  and  the  considerable  body  ot 
men  in  its  employment. 

l^lie  Laconia  adventurers  expended  a  great  deal 
of  time  and  money  in  ([uest  o(  an  easy  way  (rom 
the  Piscntacpia  to  their  coveted  El  Dorado  of  bea- 
ver and  otter  skins,  but  all  their  efforts  misei-ably 
failed,  and  after  a  struggle  of  some  two  years, 
their  design  was  finally  abandoned.! 

Hut  during  these  two  years'  oc(!U|)ation  of  Pis- 
cata(]ua  river,  the  Laconian  associates  had  acquired 

*  Adams'  Annals  of  Portsmouth,  18. 

f  We  will  add  here,  as  a  piece  oi"  curious  iidormatiou,  Uiat.  al- 
though tiie  original  design  ot"  the  litieonians  to  iHiaeh  Lake  ("hamp- 
lain  by  ascending  the  l*iscata<|ua  wtis  so  soon  abandoned,  }'et  (h< w 
pdli  III  of  tile  [)r()vinee  (»f  Laconia  was  never,  il  seems,  sui'n^ndei'ed 
nor  forfeittul,  but  was  cousid(;red  as  v<;hting  in  them  a  valid  subsist- 
ing title  ilown  almost  to  the  period  of  our  Hevolution.  .Jonathan 
Carver,  who  visited  Lake  (Miamplain  in  1707,  wnte>  in  the  well- 
known  account  of  his  travels,  as  follows  : 

"A  vast  tract  of  land  b(;tween  the  two  last  nienliuned  hikt^s  (Jiak»^•^ 
Champlain  and  Ontario)  was  granted  in  the  y(?ai'  1021)  by  the  Ply- 
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an  accurate  knowledge  of  that  region  and  its  many 
advantages  lor  ti'allic  and  commerce;  and  now, 
upon  the  faihire  ol'  theii*  original  designs  u|)on  La- 
conia,  the  same  body  of  associates,  nine  in  num- 
l)ei*,  resolved  to  turn  their  I'ulure  elt'orts  towards 
the  development  of  the  Piscataqua  itselC  in  tlie 
w^ay  ol  the  Hslieries  and  the  lumber  trade  and  of 
sucli  moderate  peltry  tralHc  as  could  be  piosccuted 
in  the  vicinity. 

As  the  Laconia  Patent  conveyed  to  tlu'  ad\"n- 
tur(^rs  no  j)ortion  of  Piscataqua  river,  nor  indeed 
any  territory  whatever  within  the  present  Slate  of 
New  JIam})shire,  it  was  their  ficst  care  to  j)r()ciii(^ 
a  grant  of  the  desired  region,  or  at  l(\*ist  >o  nuich 
of  it  as  had  not  been  pi'e\  iously  conveyed  to  P.d- 
ward  Hilton  and  his  associates. 

Accordingly,  the  same  nine  men,  who  conslilu- 

niouth  (^()inj):iiiy    *    *    *    i,,  si,-  l-'n-dininidt)  (iorjj:;es  :iiul  (o  ( 
John  Miison."'' 

"'I'hi^  iniinciise  spiUMi  sv:is  graiilrd  hy  iIh;  iiaino  ol'  rlic  iiii  c  ut 
Jvaconia  to  the  aioi  esaid  <j^onf  It'iiicii  on  sptM.'ilicd  coMdirions  ainl  iindci 
cei'tain  penalties:  but  non«;  ol'  llicsi^  amoniiU'd  in  case  of  (.'mission  iu 
the  I'nltihnenl  of  any  i)ai-t  ol  theni  to  foi  tVil iiic,  a  line  only  foijl«l  ho 
exaclcMl.'" 

"On  aeeouni  of  lh(^  (•()nlinnal  wai  s  to  u  iiirh  Iht-si;  part>  have  In-ai 
siihioel  iVoiii  IIkmi'  sitnation  helween  the  sell h'lncnts  of  ihr  j'^reneh 
and  tile  Indians,  Ihis  grant  has  IxM.-n  snilered  to  lie  donuant  hy  llit^ 
real  propi'ietoi's.  Xol v\  ith-tandin<j;;  wliich,  sox  oral  low  n-  ha\  <'  hecn 
settl('(l,  sinec^  the  late  war,  on  the  l)orders  of  l.ako  ('han\plain  and 
«j,'|-anis  nnule  to  dill'erent  |>t'opIe  hy  iht;  ( io\ «-fiioi-  of  .\<'\\  York  o| 
|)arl  of  ihes(;  ti;rriloiie>  whieh  are  now  ht'coun-  annexctl  lo  ilial  |»ro\ 
inee."  (( 'ar\'er's  Ti'avels  [)  [7:i.) 
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ted  the  Company  of  Laconia,  procured  from  the 
Grand  Council  a  conve3^ance,  dated  Xov.  3,  1631, 
(some  twenty  months  later  than  the  Hilton  Patent,) 
of  a  considerable  territory  on  both  sides  of  the 
Piscataqua  river.  This  important  Patent,  entitled 
''the  Grant  and  Confirmation  of  Pescataway,"  hith- 
erto unknown  to  our  historians,  except  from  a  brief 
and  grossly  inaccurate  abstract  hi  Hubbard's  print- 
ed history,  was  discov^ered  by  the  wi-iter  a  few 
years  ago  among  the  English  Archives,  and  will 
be  found  in  the  Appendix."^ 

There  is  not  the  slightest  difficulty  in  running 
out  the  boundaries  of  this  "Grant  of  Pescataway," 
as  will  be  apparent  from  an  inspection  of  our 
Sketch  map  of  the  Piscataqua  country,  on  which 
the  two  river  patents  are  laid  down.  The  river 
(railed  Fascassocke  in  the  description  is  the  same, 
no  doubt,  now  named  Lamprey  lUocr,  which  emp- 
ties into  the  head  of  Great  Bay  at  New  Market. 
By  the  terms  of  the  Patent,  the  boundary  line,  it 
will  be  seen,  ran  through  the  middle  of  the  Bay, 
called  Pascaquach  (now  Great  l^ay)  in  a  westward 
and  soutJrtvestward  direction  to  the  bottom  or  low- 
er falls  of  the  river  Pascassocke.  The  Lamprey  is 
the  only  river,  which  answers  to  this  description. 
Indeed,  the  original  Indian  name  of  the  river  was 
Piscassett;t  and  that  name  has  been  retained  by 


*  Appendix  No.  2. 

f  Funncr  and  Moore's  Col.  p.  .00. 
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its  principal  branch,  in  the  form  of  FiscciHsIc,  even 
to  the  present  clay. 

The  boundaries  of  the  territory  co\'ered  by  the 
Grant  of  Pescataway"  l)egan  at  or  near  Rye 
Ledge,  not  far  from  the  present  southerly  line  of 
liye,  and  sweeping  around  the  coast  into  tlie 
mouth  of  Piscataqua  riv^ei',  contiinied  up  the  river 
to  Fox  Point,  thence  to  Great  l^av  and  throu<>'h 
the  middle  of  Great  Bay  to  Lampi'ey  River  lower 
falls,  and  thence  across  the  counti'y  about  nine 
miles  to  the  point  of  l)eginning;  together  wilh  the 
Isles  of  Shoals  and  a  strip  of  land  three  miles  wide 
along' the  northerly  side  of  the  river. 

So  much  of  the  Pescataway  (rrant  as  lay  on  ihc 
southerly  side  of  the  river  and  around  Great  Bay 
is  now  embraced  in  the  towns  of  j^ortsmouth,  New- 
ington,  Greenland,  N'ew  Castle  and  Rye. 

It  will  be  seen,  on  a  comparison  ol  Hilton's  Pat- 
ent with  the  Grant  of  Pescataway,"  that  there  is 
not  the  slightest  conflict  between  them,  as  we  have 
laid  down  the  two  conveyances.  The  Pescataway 
Grant  expressly  mentions  and  locates  the  Hilton 
Plantation  and  cai-efully  excludes  it  from  the  con- 
veyance. The  two  patents  are  thus  entirely  con- 
sistent with  each  other  and  stand  well  together. 
Both  of  them  were  executed  ])y  the  same  grantor, 
the  Grand  Council,  some  of  whose  most  active  and 
efficient  members  were  then  maintaining  a  consid- 
erable establishment  on  the  J*iscata([ua,  and  were 
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entirely  familiar  with  its  topography,  as  the  iniinite 
acciiraey  of  the  deseription  in  theii-  patent  clearly 
attests.  IN'either  ignorance  nor  mistake  can  be  rea- 
sonably imputed  to  the  Grand  Conncil,  noi-  to  eith- 
er set  of  gi'antees  in  the  two  river  patents. 

We  may  be  morally  certain  that  these  patents 
did  not  conilict  at  all  with  each  other,  and  that  the 
Hilton  Patent  was  not  undei'stood  between  the  par- 
ties to  it  to  cover  any  portion  oi  the  I^escataway 
Gi-ant."  Nor  do  we  believe  that  any  sncli  pretence 
would  ever  have  been  set  up,  but  foi*  the  appear- 
ance upon  the  scene  of  a  new  Powei' — the  govern- 
ment of  Massachusetts  Bay. 

The  Great  Charter  of  Massachusetts  Bay  had 
been  gi'anted  by  King  Charles  1.  Mai'ch  4^,  1G28-1) 
— antedating  thus  both  of  the  riscata([ua  patents 
as  well  {IS  Capt.  Mason's  Patent  of  the  Province 
o[  New  Ilamj^shire  which  had  been  issued  Nov.  7, 
U)2^J.  In  the  sununer  oi  IGoO,  Gov.  John  AVin- 
thro|)  with  a  considerable  com[)any  of  colonists, 
l)rought  the  Charter  over  to  New  England.  It  was, 
indeed,  a  grand  resounding  Charter,  but  the  extent 
of  territory  embraced  within  it  was  ahiiost  ludi- 
crously disproportionate  to  this  large  document. 
Its  sea  coast  hardly  stretched  to  forty  miles;  and 
more  than  the  half  of  even  that  scanty  line  — to 
wit:  from  near  Salem  to  the  Merrimack — seems  to 
have  been  the  property  of  Capt.  John  Mason.* 

*  Jeniiess'  Grig.  Docs.  p.  75.    TiUe  of  Kobert  Mason. 
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Very  naturally  therefore,  did  the  Founders  of  the 
Bay  Colony  begin  at  once  on  their  arrival  to  feel 
about  for  more  land  and  to  scan  attentively  theian- 
guage  of  their  Charter.  On  the  south  they  found 
themselves  hemmed  in  by  their  friends,  the  Ply- 
mouth colony;  the  west  was  a  wilderness  difficult 
of  access.  It  was  thus  to  the  north  that  their 
hearts  most  earnestly  yeai'ned.  The  same  year  of 
Winthrop's  arrival,  the  Mass.  colony,  it  is  said,  vio- 
lently seized  u])on  Mason's  patent  of  Cape  Anne, 
"stretching  their  bounds  three  miles  to  the  North- 
wards of  Merrimack  Kiver,  and  turned  the  servants 
and  tennants  of  the  said  John  Mason  out  of  their 
possessions."^ 

They  next  cast  their  ej^es  over  the  Piscataqua 
I'egion,  which  they  particularly  coveted.  "Because 
ye  river  of  Pascataqua  is  very  beneficall  for  plan- 
tacon,"  writes  George  Burdett  in  1G38,  "having 
also  an  excellent  harbour,  wch  may  much  pfit  or 
anoy  them  in  case  of  warre,  therefore  they  (the 
Massachusetts)  endeavour  with  all  their  skill  S: 
might  to  obtain  the  comand  thereof. "f 

A  plausible  pretext  for  the  annexation  of  the  de- 
sired region  was  found  in  the  somewhat  ambiguous 
language  of  their  Charter.  By  its  terms  they  were 
granted  "all  the  lands  which  be  within  the  space 
of  three  English  miles  to  the  northward  of  the 


*  Jeiiiiess^  Orig-.  Docs.  p.  75.  Title  of  Piobert  Mason, 
t  Id.  p.  ol. 
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river,  called  Merrymack,  or  to  the  norward  of  any 
and  every  pai't  thereof."  The  Massachusetts  at 
once  contended  with  great  ingenuity,  that  under 
these  terms  their  northern  boundary  reached  a  par- 
allel of  latitude  drawn  three  miles  above  the  most 
northerly  point  on  the  Merrimack  I'iver — a  con- 
struction which  would  include  Captain  Mason's 
Patent  of  JSTew  Hampshire,  and  all  of  Maine  below 
Clapboard  island  in  Casco  Bay. 

It  is  here  to  be  repeated  that  the  Charter  of  Mass. 
Bay  passed  the  seals  March  4,  1628-9;  thus  ante- 
dating Mason's  Patent  of  ^^ew  Hampshire  as  well 
as  botJi  the  Piscatacpia  river  grants.  If  the  Massa- 
chusetts construction  of  their  Charter  should  pre- 
vail, then  all  of  the  patents  on  the  river  would  be 
swept  away;  the  whole  of  that  region  would  fall 
by  prior  title  into  their  hands  and  jurisdiction; 
and  neither  Mason,  nor  Hilton  and  his  associates, 
nor  the  grantees  of  "Pescataway"  could  have  of- 
fered any  effectual  opposition. 

This  ingenious  interpretation  of  the  Charter  hav- 
ing been  hit  upon,  there  appeared  as  early  as  KiHl 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Piscataqua,  one  Capt.  Thom- 
as IF?'^(/r//.,  a  stern  Puritan  and  a  confidential  friend 
of  Governor  John  Winthrop  of  Mass.  Bay.  We 
find  Wiggin  writing  from  that  place  to  Gov.  Win- 
throp in  Oct.  JG31,  persuading  the  latter  to  take  re- 
venge on  a  party  of  Indians  for  a  murder  conuuit- 
ted  on  Walter  l^agnall,  called  Ortdt  W(it,i\i  Hicli- 
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mail's  isle.  There  is  an  iinplieation  in  this  i'e(|ui  si, 
that  jurisdiction  over  the  olleiiee  was  iu  Mass.  Hay, 
although  Richiiian's  ishiiid  lies  ahnosl  as  lar  north 
as  Portland  harbor.  The  governor,  however,  says 
Winthrop,  ^Hhought  best  to  sit  still  awhile/''-^ 

At  this  time  (Oct.  1G31)  no  special  grant  of  the 
lands  around  Great  Bay  had  been  issued;  the  ''grant 
and  confirmation  of  Pescataway'"  being  dated 
in  Nov.  1()3J,  in  usual  coui'se  would  not  reach 
NeAV  England  initil  the  early  spring  of  In 
1632,  however,  ui)ou  the  arrival  ol  the  uv.w  l^ateni 
of  "Peecataway,"  a  collision  occurred  between 
Capt.  Wiggin  and  Capt.  Walter  Xeale,  the  latter 
acting  in  behalf  of  the  Pescatavvay  grantees,  llid)- 
bard  informs  us,  that  Wiggin,  being  foi'biddcn  by 
Neale  ^^to  come  ui)on  a  certain  point  oi"  land,  thai 
lieth  in  the  niidwa}'  l)etwixt  Dover  and  b^xeier. 
Captain  Wiggin  intended  to  have  defended  hi^ 
right  by  the  sword,  but  it  seems  both  the  litigant^ 
had  so  much  wit  in  their  anger  as  to  wave  the  bat- 
tle, each  accounting  himself  to  have  done  very 
manfully  in  what  was  threatened;  so  as  in  respect 
not  of  what  did^  but  what  might  have  ialleii  out, 
the  place  to  this  day  retains  the  formidable  name 
of  Bloody  Point."t 

Hubbard  does  not  inform  us  what  and  whose 
title  it  was,  which  Wiggin  intended  to  defend,  but 

*  1  Wintluop,  63. 

t  Hubbard's  Gen.  Hist.,  p  217. 
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as  at  that  time  he  had  no  interest  whatever  in  the 
Hilton  Patent,  even  thongh  that  Patent  eonld  he 
constraed  to  eover  IMoody  Point,  it  seems  elear 
that  he  eonld  only  have  set  np  as  against  Xeale 
that  title,  vv^hich,  as  we  have  seen,  he  had  already 
asserted,  and  whieh  he  spent  his  whole  after  life  in 
maintaining — the  title  of  Mass.  Hay  nnder  their 
i>reat  Charter  of  1G28. 

As  the  eonstruction  the  Ba}^  ('olony  j)ut  n})on 
their  charter  wonld,  if  erdbreed,  have  SAvept  away 
the  entire  property  of  all  the  Piseata([ua  planters, 
it  mnst  have  eneonntered  a  hot  and  determined  op- 
position from  the  whole  river.  The  Massaehnsetts 
])ereeived  that  the  Piseataqna  planters  Avere  hitter- 
]y  hostile  to  them  in  ])olitieal  and  religions  princi- 
ples, and  Avonld  on  that  aeeonnt  be  likely  to  receive 
•efticient  aid  from  the  old  count i-y,  in  case  of  an 
0[)en  conflict.  Again,  they  nuist  have  known 
that  the  real  intention  of  the  King  Avas  only  to 
grant  them  as  their  northern  Ixnnidary  a  strij)  of 
land  three  miles  Avide  foUowiuij  the  coarse  of  the 
Mei'rimack  river.  The  strip  or  selvage  of  that 
breadth,  was  intended,  we  snpi)ose,  to  pi'otect  the 
river  from  the  artillery  of  any  adjoining  province 
— the  range  of  artillery  of  that  day  l)eing  usually 
computed  at  three  miles.  The  Privy  C'ouncil,  as 
the  Massachusetts  Avell  knew,  Avere  inimical  to  the 
Bay  Colony,  and  Avould  seize  Avith  avidity  upon  the 
slightest  tj-ansgression  of  their  charterud  limits  or 
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corporate  powers,  as  a  ground  for  vacating  the 
charter  itself. 

In  these  difficulties,  the  Bay  Magistrates  deemed 
it  prudent  to  bi'eak  up  and  conluse,  if  possible,  the 
solid  front  of  opposition,  betore  making  an  o|)en 
attack;  and  to  that  end  they  resolved  to  get 
into  their  own  hands  the  entire  Hilton  Patent, 
and  thus  extinguish  the  hostility  of  its  present  })ro- 
prietors  to  their  schemes  and  desires. 

Accordingly,  after  concertiug  the  plan  with  Gov. 
Winthrop  and  his  assistants  Capt.  Wiggin  shortly 
after  his  quarrel  with  Capt.  Keale  went  out  to  Eng- 
land in  1032,  and  forming  a  company  of  'liontst 
me/ii^'^  as  Winthi'op  calls  them,  succeeded,  witli  their 
aid, in  purchasing  from  Hilton  and  his  Bi  istol  asso- 
ciates the  entire  Hilton  Patent,  at  the  price  of 
£21 50.  The  purchasers  wei*e  Lord  Say,  Lord 
I^rook,  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall.  Sir  Ai'thur  Ha/Je- 
rigg,  Mr.  Whiting  and  other  men  of  Shrewsbuiy. 
all  of  them  Puritans  and  friends  to  Mass.  Hay,  who 
had  been  'Svi'it  unto,"  we  are  informed,  "by  the  (lov- 
ernor  and  Magistrate  of  Massachusetts,  who  en- 
coiu'aged  them  to  purcljase  the  said  lands  of  the 
Bristol  men,  in  respect  they  feared  some  ill  neigh- 
borhood from  them."'^ 

Capt.  AViggin,  appointed  manager  for  the  new 
company,  returned  to  ^nTcw  England  with  rcinforre- 
ments  and  su}>plies,  and  a  "godly  minister/'  arriv- 
ing at  Salem  Oct.  10,  IGo;). 

*  N.  11.  Prov.  Pap.  157. 
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As  soon  as  he  had  entered  into  possession  of 
the  newly  pnrchased  territory,  he  took  iminechate 
steps,  in  aceordanee  with  the  original  understand- 
ing, to  submit  that  territory  to  the  jurisdiction  ol 
Massachusetts.  Early  in  the  following  month  he 
wrote  to  Gov.  Winthrop  "that  one  of  his  peoples 
had  stabbed  another  and  desired  he  might  l)e  tiied 
in  the  Bay,  if  the  party  died.  The  Governor  an- 
swered, lhat  if  Pascataquack  lay  within  their  limits 
(as  it  w  as  supposed  )  they  would  try  him."'''' 

Before  tlie  next  winter  was  passed,  (Jai)t.  AVig- 
gin  again  wi'ote  to  the  (iovernoi'  oi' Massaeiiusetls, 
ollering  jurisdiction  ovei-  ci'imes  connnitted  at  the 
river,  to  the  Bay  Colony.  '^The  Governor,"  says 
A\^inthrop  "and  divers  of  his  assistants  met  and 
conferred  about  it,  but  did  not  think  fit  to  try  them 
h(^re."t 

4'he  fact  is,  the  scheme  to  purchase  the  Hilton 
Patent  and  then  tui'u  it  o\  er  to  Mass.  l>ay,  had  (or 
the  piesent  utterly  failed.  Wiggin  I'ound  it  inipos- 
sible  to  d(iliver  his  teri  itory  according  to  the  bar- 
gain and  understanding. 

Intense  hostility  against  their  design  sprang  up 
at  (mce  among  the  original  Jlilton  Point  planters, 
who  were  in  occupation  of  the  ground.  Edward 
ITilton  was  himself  a  royalist  and  a  churchman, 
and  the  planters  l)iought  over  by  him  during  the 

*  1  Winthrop,  IIG. 
t  Id.  loo. 


I 


44 


Tim  I'lSCATvVQUyV  l^ATENTS. 


period  the  patent  was  hi  his  hands,  wei-e  natural  1}^ 
of  the  same  feather.    These  men  had  now  taken 
up  and  improved  th(^  lands  on  Bloody  Point  and 
around  the  easterly  side  of  (heat  liay  in  eonsider- 
able  numbers,  though  without  any  legal  title  to 
them  whatever.    But,  as  none  of  the  patents  of  the 
Piscataqua  country,  not  even  that  of  Capt.  Mason 
of  the  Province  of  New  Ifampshire,  conferred  any 
rights  of  government   and  jurisdiction,  but  were 
all  ol  them  simply  indentures  or  deeds  of  territory, 
it  is  obvious  that  there  were  no  courts  or  tribunals 
on  the  land,  l)efore  which  these  squat/e/-  rlijlit^ 
could  l)e  called  in  (piestion;  and  of  coui'se  the  tri- 
lling value  ol   Vliese  little  p)'oj)ertics  would  deter 
any  resoit  to  the  King  in  Council.    The  squatters 
upon  the  Piscataqua  thus  found  their  possessory  ti- 
tles pi-actically  un(iuestionable,  so  long  as  they  kept 
aloof  from  Massachusetts.     Hul  on  the  contrary,  if 
Massachusetts  were  permitted  to  stretch  her  boun- 
daries ov(^r  the  river,  in  her  train  would  come  or- 
ganized courts  of  Law,  belore  wliich  land  titles 
could  be  brought  u])  tor  ti'ial.     This  view  nuist 
have  been  api)airmg  to  most  of  the  planters.  These 
s(puitter  ])lanters  could  products  in  Court  no  instru- 
ments of  title  to  their  lauds;  noi-  had  their  i)()sses- 
sion  been  long  enough  continued  to  raise  a  i)re- 
scriptive  title.    What  rciasouablc  hope  of  protec- 
tion then  could  they  place  in   a  Massachusetts 
(yourt  on  the  trial  of  a  real  action  brought  by  the 


THE  riSCATAQUA  PATENTS. 


45 


favored  proprietors  of  the  Hilton  Patent^.  In  this 
emergency  the  planters,  threatened  by  a  connnon 
calamity,  gathered  together  for  resistance  to  Capt. 
Wiggin's  designs,  and  with  sucli  vigor  did  they 
carry  on  the  contest,  that  those  designs  were  foi-  a 
time  baffled;  and  by  a  sort  of  petty  revolution  Wig- 
gin  was  deposed  from  his  offlce  as  (Governor,  to 
which  he  had  been  appointed  by  the  proprietors  of 
the  Patent,  and  the  peoi)le  set  up  nn  independent 
govei-nment  among  themselves,  under  the  name  of 
a  Conibinatioii.   In  that  year,  (xeorge  Burdet, 

a  staunch  churchman,  succeeded  Wiggin  as  Gov- 
ernor. In  1G38,  that  inconsistent,  unstable  charac  - 
ter, Capt.  John  Underbill,  having  been  disfran- 
cliised,  brought  under  admonitiou  and  banished 
from  Massachusetts,  came  to  Dover  and  was  cho- 
sen Governor  over  the  Combination,  upon  the  un- 
derstanding, no  doubt,  that  his  ])rinciples  wl're  hos- 
tile to  the  Bay.  After  Capt.  Underbill  had  held 
his  olhce  about  three  years,  however,  his  principles 
or  interests  in  that  matter  underwent  a  change. 
Although  a  new  Combination  was  drawn  up,  dated 
Oct.  1G40,  and  was  signed  by  Underbill  himself, 
the  people  soon  discovered  that  he  w^as  plotting, 
after  all,  to  bring  the  Piscataqna  nnder.  the  Mass, 
jui'isdiction,^  and  following  the  lead  of  Thomas 
Larkham,  a  conformist  clergyman,  they  raised  an- 
other rebellion  in  the  interest  of  their  independence. 

♦  1  Winthrop,  27. 
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The  quarrel,  embittered  by  religious  dissensions, 
waxed  hot  and  came  to  open  violence.  Hansei-d 
Knollys,  who  was  the  minister  of  the  Underbill 
faction,  fulminated  a  bull  of  exconununication 
against  Larkham;  and  in  return  Larkham  knocked 
off  Knowles'  hat.  Captain  Underbill  and  Knowles 
flew  to  arms,  expecting  belj)  from  the  Bay,  and  ''so 
marched  out  to  meet  Mr.  Larkham,  one  carrying  a 
Bible  on  a  halberd  for  an  ensign — Mr.  Knowles 
being  armed  with  a  pistol.  When  Mr.  Larkham 
saw  them  thus  provided,  he  withdrew  his  party 
and  went  no  further,  but  sent  down  to  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, Governor  of  Strawberry  l^ank  for  assist- 
ance, who  came  up  with  a  company  of  armed  men, 
and  beset  Mr.  Knowles'  house,  where  Capt.  Un- 
derbill was,  kept  a  guard  upon  him  night  and  day 
till  they  could  call  a  court,  and  then,  Mr.  Williams 
sitting  as  judge,  they  found  Underbill  and  his  com- 
pany guilty  of  a  riot  and  set  great  fines  on  them 
and  ordered  him  and  some  others  out  of  the  Plan- 
tation."^ 

During  the  long  continuance  of  these  broils  and 
dissensions,  Massachusetts  still  hesitated  to  seize 
violently  upon  the  Piscataqua.  They  feared  the 
opposition  of  the  planters  tinder  the  river  patents, 
to  which  we  have  already  referred.  They  dreaded 
the  bitter  hostility  of  the  numerous  persons  who 
had  been  banished  from  the  Bay  on  account  of 

*  Hubbard,  363. 
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their  Autinomian  principles,  and  taken  refuge  on 
the  Piscataqua ;  they  feared,  perhaps,  the  vengeance 
of  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  and  his  grantees,  whose 
teri'itories  in  Maine  would  also  be  absorbed  by  the 
Mass.  construction  of  their  chaiter.  But  the  Bay 
magistrates  never  permitted  their  claim  over  the 
Piscataqua  to  fall  into  oblivion.  In  1G3G,  for  in- 
stance, Gov.  Winthrop  wrote  to  Dover,  that  if  the 
latter  dared  to  receive  any  persons  that  had  been 
^^cast  out"  from  the  Bay,  it  would  be  taken  ill,  and 
threatening  them,  that  if  such  exiles  were  received, 
"they  should  survey  their  utmost  limits  and  make 
use  of  them."^ 

But  now  at  last,  in  1640,  amidst  the  turmoils  and 
bitter  quarrels  among  the  inhabitants,  Massachu- 
setts saw  her  long  awaited  opportunity  to  spread 
her  jurisdiction  over  the  Piscataqua.  The  Compa- 
ny of  Laconia  had  long  since  broken  u[);  the 
grantees  of  Pescataway  had  neai'ly  all  of  them 
withdrawn  from  turther  interest  in  the  country; 
Capt.  John  Mason,  the  patentee  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, had  died  in  1635,  leaving  that  Province  to  an 
infant  grandson;  and  all  fear  of  the  royal  inter- 
ference was  dispelled  amid  the  fast  growing  dis- 
sensions in  the  old  country.  Again  the  planters 
on  the  upper  Piscataqua  were,  as  we  have  seen, 
torn  and  paralyzed  by  civil  and  religious  dissen- 
sions ;  and  those  on  the  lower  plantation,  who  since 


*  1  Winthrop,  276. 
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Mason's  death  had  laid  chiim  to  the  owneiship  of 
the  lands  on  which  they  resided,  though  without 
any  legal  title,  and  now  lived  in  terroi*  ol'  ^lasoirs 
heir,  even  they^  though  antipodal  in  every  senti- 
ment to  the  Bay  Puritans,  w  ere  inclined  to  seek  pro- 
tection for  their  property  fiom  the  stroug  arm  ot 
the  Massachusetts. 

In  this  propitious  juncture  of  affairs,  Massachu- 
setts sent  forward  to  the  Piscataqua  the  lamou.s 
Hugh  Peters,  with  two  others,  ^'to  understand  the 
minds  of  the  people,  to  I'cconcile  some  ditferences 
between  them  and  to  prepare  them."'^*  Peters 
spent  a  considerable  time  on  the  river,  and  upon 
his  return  in  the  spring  of  1641,  reported  to  Go\ . 
Winthrop,  that  the  Piscataqiui  people  were,  in  his 
own  words,  ^^ripe  for  our  Government,  as  w^ill  ap- 
pear by  the  note  I  have  sent  you.  They  grone  for 
Government  and  Gospel  all  over  that  side  of  the 
Country.    Alas!  poore  bleeding  soules/'f 

The  precise  methods  used  in  prtpar'ntg  the  peo- 
ple foi*  the  Puritan  annexation  have  never  been 
fully  disclosed.  Edward  Hilton's  assent  was  ])ur- 
chased  by  a  covenant  from  the  Massachusetts,  that 
his  estate  should  be  ever  after  exempt  from  county 
rates.J  Gov.  Francis  Williams  of  the  lower  plan- 
tation was  secured  for  the  measin-e,  writes  Peters, 

♦  2  Winthrop,  38. 

t  G  jMass.  Hist.  Col.  (4th  ser.)  108. 

X  Mass.  Archives,  vol.  100,  p.  133. 
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hut  the  manlier  is  not  revealed.  The  ehief  iiidiiee- 
inent,  however,  held  out  to  the  popuhitiou  at  hu-ge, 
seems  to  have  been  the  promise  of  the  Bay  Colo- 
ny, that  they  should  "enjoy  all  such  lawfull  liberties 
of  fishing,  planting  felling  timber  as  formerly 
they  have  enjoyed  in  the  said  ryver."'^ 

The  general  propositions  liaving  lieen  settled 
upon,  a  committee  was  appointed  on  the  j)art  of 
the  Piscataqua  planters  to  coine  to  an  agreement 
with  the  agents  of  the  Massachusetts  upon  all  the 
various  teiMiis  of  the  annexation.  Such-  an  agree- 
ment was  soon  arrived  at,  and  thus  at  last  tlu'  en- 
tire Piscataqua  region  passed  in  ]()-fl,  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  Mass.  Bay. 

The  formalities  adopted  in  perfecting  the  trans- 
action were,  first  to  procure  from  the  then  proprie- 
tors an  absolute  conveyance  to  the  Massachusetts 
Colony  of  the  jurisdiction  over  the  Hilton  Patent. 
This  conve3'ance  was  made  June  If,  IGll,  and  ex- 
ecuted by  George  Willis,  gent,  and  othei-s  in  be- 
half of  the  rest  of  the  patentees;!  and  was  followed 
the  next  October  by  an  Act  of  .  the  Mass.  Gen, 
Court,  accepting  and  declaring  "the  ryver  Pascat- 
aquack"  to  be  within  the  jurisdiction -of  the  Massa- 
chusetts. J 

It  is  now,  in  1641,  that  we  first  heai*  of  the 

*  1  N.  II.  l*rov.  Pai».  151). 

f  See  the  IiistruniLMit,  App(3ii(lix  No.  ,). 

I  AppeiicUx  No.  4. 
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Strange  distorted  construction  of  the  Hilton  Patent, 
which  ever  afterwards  seems  to  have  [>rovailc  I. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  tei'ritory,  I'eally 
covered  by  the  Hilton  Patent,  was,  if  our  views 
are  correct,  only  that  small  portion  of  the  Pi.scat- 
aqua,  extending  fi'om  Dover  Point  to  Quampegan 
tails  and  three  miles  back  into  the  country.  l>ut 
such  a  nai-row  construction  v.  as  by  no  meaus  .suf- 
ficient foi'  Massachusetts,  if  the  submission  of  that 
])atent  was  to  be  relied  on  as  a  justification  lor 
their  seizure  of  the  entire  river.  Ft  became  nec- 
essary to  seek  some  widely  diiferent  construction 
from  ours,  in  order  to  stretch  the  i>atent  over  the 
lands  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  I'iver  down  to  its 
month.  The  Massachusetts  and  the  patentees  of 
the  Hilton  Patent  easily  found  means  to  make 
such  a  construction  in  a  slight  ambignity  of  its 
terms,  to  explain  which  we  nuist  invite  a  moment's 
careful  attention  to  the  topography  of  the  counti-y. 

The  Piscataqua  rivei',  taking  its  rise  from  the 
Wakefield  ponds,  descends  in  a  southeasterly 
course  and  passes  Hilton's  Point  (now  Dover 
Point)  on  the  lower  or  easterly  side.  At  this 
prominent  neck  it  meets  a  large  body  of  water 
coming  down  at  ebb  tide  from  the  westward,  and 
then  the  two  flow  on  together  to  the  ocean,  about 
seven  miles  below.  As  one  ascends  this  large 
western  body  of  water  from  Dover  ^eck,  he  reach- 
es, about  a  mile  above  it,  a  piominent  Point,  now 
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called  Fox  Point — so  named,  aeeordiiig  to  tradi- 
tion, from  the  cii'cnmstance  that,  in  olden  times, 
when  the  connti-y-side  was  u})  (or  a  fox  luint,  it 
was  the  enstom  to  l)eat  over  a  eonsiderabk;  extent 
of  the  neighboring  eovei'  and  di'i\  e  the  game  ont 
npon  this  sharp  ])romontor3^,  ironi  whence,  as  a  fox 
never  takes  the  water,  there  was  no  escai)e.  At 
Fox  Point,  the  river  turns  sliarp  alK)ut,  at  an 
acute  angle,  and  ascending  in  a  southerly  direc- 
tion exjjands  into  a  hd^e,  now  called  Great  Bmjy 
abont  foui"  miles  wide  at  its  n])per  end.  Great 
r>ay  is  a  tidal  lake,  not  at  all  depeiident  upon 
tlie  Piscataqua  for  its  waters.  At  high  tide,  Nvlien 
this  large  basin  is  filled  by  the  sea,  the  pros[)ect 
over  its  [)ellucid  surface,  framed  all  around  with 
green  meadows  and  waving  grain  and  noble  woods, 
is  ti'uly  enchanting.  But  when  the  tide  is  out,  a 
vast  bed  of  black  ooza'  is  exposed  to  \  ie\v,  ti'avcrsrd 
here;  and  there  by  lun'row  canals,  bearing  the  scan- 
ly  waters  ol*  the  several  small  streams,  which,  emp- 
ty into  this  great  lagune.  One  of  the  largest  of 
these  streams,  coming  from  the  so\ith  and  emptying 
into  the  upper  extremity  of  this  lagune,  is  now 
called  lilxeter  river,  and  some  five  miles  above  its 
mouth  are  the  Sqaamscott  FaUs. 

Now  the  Hilton  Patent,  if  we  recall  its  terms, 
conveyed  the  Point  itself,  "with  the  south  side  of 
said  riv^M-  [Piscatacpui]  np  to  the  falls  of  the  river 
and  three  miles  into  the  mainland  by  all  llu' breadth- 
aforesaid." 
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Why  might  not  the  words,  ''the  south  side  of 
said  river,"  reasoned  the  Bay  authorities,  appropri- 
ately designate  the  line  drawn  from  the  mouth  ol' 
the  river  up  to  Fox  Point  and  thenee  around  Lit- 
tle and  Gi'eat  Bays  to  Scpiamseott  river,  and  tlienci' 
up  that  river  (now  ealled  Exeter  river  )  to  the  I'alls?^ 
Great  Bay  and  Exeter  river  might  be  made  to  pass 
as  the  Piscatarpia;  and  8(piauiscott  (alls  would  an- 
swer well  enough  for  the  falls  referred  to  iu  the 
description.  At  all  events  thei'e  was  no  power  on 
the  river,  as  we  have  before  stated,  to  disi)ute  what 
ever  construction  the  IVIassachusetts  chose  to  i)ut 
upon  the  iiistruuient  Accordingly,  the  couNtruc- 
tion  we  have  mentioned  was  adopted  and  enact ed 
into  a  law  by  Mass.  Ciren.  (Jouit,  in  June  Ibll,  and 
made  a  part  of  the  very  instrument  of  sul)missi()u, 
by  which  the  ITilton  Patent  was  |)Ut  under  their 
jurisdiction. 

The  language  of  the  preamble  to  that  c(  iiven- 
tion,f  was  as  follows:  "Whereas  some  Lords, 
Knights,  gentlemen,  and  others,  did  ])urchas(i  of 
Ml*.  Edward  ITilton  and  some  merchants  of  Bristol, 
two  patents,  one  called  AVecohannet  or  Hilton's 
point,  commonly  called  or  knoAvn  l)y  the  name  of 
Dover  or  ISTortham,  the  other  pattent,  set  forth  by 
the  name  of  the  south  part  of  the  ryver  of  Pascata- 
quack;  beginning  at  the  sea-side  or  near  thereabouts 

*  See  the  Sketch  Map . 
f  See  Appendix,  No.  3. 
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&  coming  round  the  said  land  by  the  river  unto  the 
lalLs  ot*  Squamseott  as  more  fully  appears  by  the 
said  grant,  &e."  Then  follows  a  concession  to  the 
jMass.  government,  of  jurisdiction  ovei*  all  the  said 
teri'itory,  "Piovided  always,"  coutiiiues  the  instru- 
ment, it  is  hereby  declared  that  one  of  the  said 
patents,  that  is  to  say,  that  on  tlie  south  side  of  the 
ryver  of  Pascataqnack  &  in  the  other  pattent  one 
thii'd  part  of  the  land  Avith  all  impi'ON  ed  land  in  the 
said  pattent  to  the  Lords  and  gentlemen  ^  other 
owners  shall  be  &  remain  unto  them,  their  heirs 
and  assigns  foi-ever  as  their  proper  right  and  as 
having  true  interest  therein,  saving  the  interest 
(jf  jurisdiction  to  the  Massachusetts."  '^And  this 
honored  Court  of  the  Massachusetts  hearby  jn'om- 
ise  to  be  helpful  to  the  maintenance  of  the  right  of 
the  Patentees  in  both  the  said  Pat  tents  in  all  tlui 
legal  courses  in  any  ])art  of  theii-  jurisdiction."^' 

*  AppentUx,  No.  3. 

The  preamble,  it  will  be  noted,  recites  that  the  Lords,  &c.,  had 
purchased  ot  Edward  Hilton  two  patents,  the  one  called  Hilton's 
Toint  oi-  Dover  patent;  the  vthe?'  "set  fortli  by  the  name  of  tlie  south 
j)art;  of  the  ryver  Pascata([ua(;k,  &c."  Some  oC  ouv  ablest  anli<|uaii- 
ans  hav(;  charged  the  Massachusetts  with  liaving  designed  by  this 
phraseology  to  raise  a  false  belief  in  the  puldic  mind,  that  the  J/i/- 
tou  L'oiyd  or  Dover  Patent  was  a  separate  and  distinct  instrimient  from 
tliat  which  conveyed  the  south  side  of  the  river,  on  which  latter,  about 
this  time  they  conferred  the  name  ot  the  l>I()o(t>j  Point  Patent  or  more 
lV(i{juently,  the  Hijuninscott  Patent.  We  think  injustice  has  been  done 
in  this  matter,  from  not  attending  with  sullicient  care  to  the  meaning 
of  the  word  Patent,  as  used  in  those  days.  Tliat  word  was  employed 
to  designate  the  territory  y ranted  as  well  as  the  in^tr uini.nl  o/e'onrey- 
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Now,  we  enquire,  does  the  Hilton  grant  purport 
to  beg-in  ^'at  the  sea-sicle  or  near  thereabout,"  as 
the  Gen.  Court  has  enaeted  in  KMl?  Does  it  spee- 
ity  the  ''l^'alls  of  Qnaniseott"  as  tlie  upper  limit  of 
the  grant?  Does  it  deseribe  the  boundary  as 
'^coming  round  the  said  land  by  the  river,"  as  the 
Mass.  authorities  have  deelared?  We  lind  no  sueh 
language  nor  any  such  meaning  in  the  Hilton 
Patent. 

Indeed,  it  may  well  be  doubted  whethei'  at  the 
the  time  the  Hilton  Patent  was  gi'anted,  the  name 
Pis^ataqita  was  ever  applied  by  the  English  oi*  the 

aace.  Tims  Dover  Patent  meant  that  poitioii  of  the  hinds  eoiiveyed 
by  the  Hilton  Patent  lying  on  the  Dover  .side  of  the  river;  so, 
lUoody  Point  or  Squamscott  Patent  designated  the  territory,  con- 
strued to  be  covered  by  the  Hilton  I'atent,  wlii(,'h  lay  on  the  Squam- 
scott side  of  the  river.  Indeed  the  land  embraced  within  tiie  pre-ent 
town  of  Stratham  was  called  Scjuaniscott  Patent,  until  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  town  in  1715.  (9  N.  II.  Prov.  Pap.  778.)  It  was  natural 
and  convenient,  when  a  Grand  ('ouncil  grant  covered  two  distinct 
parcels  of  territory,  that  these  parcels  siiould  tak(;  distinct  names. 
The  "Grant  and  Conhrmation  ot  Pescatavvay,''  for  instance,  embrac- 
ing as  it  did  lands  on  both  sides  ot  the  river,  for  convenience  was 
split  into  two  distinct  portions  in  common  p;irlance,  and  lhat  portion 
which  lay  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  river  went  by  the  name  of  the 
Great  ILmse  Patent  or  twenty  thouaand  aerc  Patent.  There  is  no  de- 
sign in  the  preamljle,  above  quoted,  to  convc}'  a  false  impression 
that  the  titles  to  the  Dover  and  the  S(iuamscott  Patents  were  foundetl 
upon  two  separate  and  distinct  instruments  of  conve3'ani'e  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  the  preamljle  expressly  recites  that  both  these  tracts 
were  bought  from  Edward  Hilton,  who,  as  was  well  known,  was 
proprietor,  with  his  associates,  of  only  one  Patent,  though  about  this 
time  it  took  distinct  names  for  the  two  divisions  for  convenience  of 
designation. 
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Indians  to  the  Exeter  Kiver,  on  whieh  the  Sqnam- 
seott  falls  are  situated.'^*  The  Patent  of  ^ew 
Hampshire,  for  instanee,  issued  to  Mason  in  1()29, 
ai)})lies  the  name  Piseataqua  to  tlie  main  stream, 
whieh  eomes  down  over  (^uam[)egan  (alls.  80  also 
the  Grant  of  Peseataway"  in  J()31  uses  that  term 
in  the  same  sense. 

*  The  Indian  name  of  our  noble  river  was,  as  nearly  as  it  ean  be 
«L'xpi"essecl  by  English  letters,  I'liskaUiqiKuikc — or  otherwise  PashdUi- 
ijHiiyli — the  last  syllable  being  pronounced  with  a  guttural  sound  and 
;i  Ibi-eible  expulsion  of  the  breath,  not  capable  of  representation  by 
•our  letters,  but  closely  resembling  the  sounds  of  the  (Jaelie  ur  some 
ol  the  Oriental  tongues.  This  syllable  (juaukc  or  (jnatjh  is  clearly 
ihe  Indian  word  auke  signifying  d  phicc  or  loaditij — a  word  found 
scattered  abundantly  all  over  the  Abenaki  counti-y,  in  condjination 
with  various  descriptive  prelixes.  The  pretix  Pd-sLn/K,  as  the  huli- 
nns  seem  to  divide  the  word,  (with  a  strong  accent  upon  the  la.^t  syl- 
lable,) we  have  recently  been  led  to  believe  signiiies  a  Onc/ic.h,  divi- 
sion, se-paralion. 

Some  hrteen  years  ago,  as  we  ar(!  int'ormed  by  Uev.  Dr.  Alonzo  II. 
Quint  ol  l)o^■er.  there  happened  to  be  a  small  pai'ty  encamped  at  Do- 
ver Point,  one  of  whom  was  then  an  Indian  undergraduate  in  col- 
lege, or  recently  graduated.  Elder  Sanuiel  Sherburn,  of  Bai-rington, 
was  there  at  the  same  time,  engaged  in  the  melancholy  search  for  the 
body  of  his  son,  who  had  been  lost  otf  a  ynnddloin  at  Boiling  Rock. 
One  day  l^lder  S,  asked  the  eilucated  Indian  the  meaning  of  the 
name  "lMscata(iua."  The  Indian  at  once  ludd  nj)  three  extended  lin- 
gers and  said,  "you  see  that?  well,  three  rivers  make  one,"'  reterring 
of  course  to  the  fact  that  the  two  main  branches  c^f  the  Piscatacpia 
and  the  Bellamy  or  Back  river,  all  meet  together  at  Dover  Point. 

A  few  days  after  receiving  this  information  from  Dr.  ()uint,  the 
writer  chanced  to  meet  on  the  steamboat  that  i)lies  between  the 
Shoals  and  Portsmouth,  two  Oldtown  Indians  on  their  return  to  the 
Penobscot.  They  were  both  men  of  middle  age,  tipparently  int<dli- 
gent,  and  could  converse,  though  with  some  dillic-ulty,  in  English. 
On  my  enquiry  of  them  as  to  the  signilication  ot   ' 'I'iscatacjua' 


56 


THE  PISCATAQUA  PATENTS, 


Looking  again  carefully  at  tlie  Mass.  legislative 
construction  of  the  Hilton  l^itent,  we  are  curi- 
ous to  know  what  has  become  ol"  the  twenty-li\e 
squai'e  miles  or  thereabouts,  really  graniecl  by  that 
instrument,  as  we  understand  it.  We  lind  its  en- 
tire rear  boundaries  carried  away;  rjothing  is  lelt  ol' 
the  territoi-y  exce})t  what  might  pass  under  the  two 

(which  tliey  pronounceil  Pa-skiita-(juaiike,)  their  answiji-  \va.> 
prompt  and  unpreincilitated.  Holding  up  tlu'ir  hands  and  exlund.inn,- 
two  or  tliree  fmgcrs,  Just  as  had  he(;n  dono  b}'  the  Indian  ;it  Dovci- 
Point,  they  said  F(i-sk(il(t  meant  a  hrdiicit  or  division  oC  tlu-  risci' 
into  two  or  more  parts — the  whoh;  W(»rd  Paskatiuiuauke  nicaniiiu  a 
phice  wliere  boats  aiul  canoes  (tsccii((iii<j  the  i-ivi-r  togi-thcr  from  it> 
moutli  were  compelled  to  sei)aratc  according  to  tlicir  several  destijia- 
tions.  Since  that  interview,  the  writer  has  conversed,  on  the  same 
subjeef',  with  another  party  of  Indians  encamped  I'or  tlie  summer  at 
the  I'arragut  House,  Rye  Heacli.  Their  translation  oi'  the  word  l'i.si:<i(- 
a<lu<L  was  the  same  as  abo\  e  given.  And  that  definition  is  also  con- 
lirmed  by  Thoreau,  who  informs  us  in  his  "iNlaine  ^Vouds  "  on  tin- 
authoriiv  of  an  Abnaki  Indian,  that  Pis<(U<((/nis,  the  name  of  a  nwv 
in  that  State  which  empties  into  the  l'enol)scot  above  liangor,  signi- 
fies "■brduch  of  a  river,''''  in  the  Abnaki  dialect. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  some  of  the  j)ermanent  settlements  ol' 
the  Indians  were  at  the  falls  of  Scjuamscott,  JMseassocke  (Lami)rey) 
and  Shanhassick,  (Oyster  river, )  the  way  to  which  lay  ujj  the  wcslciit 
branch  of  the  Piscata(]na  waters,  and  other  settlements  lay  at,  Sn- 
wcek-UHiu-imkc  {my  wiy wain  place) ,  access  to  which  was  up  the  mst- 
trn  or  main  branch  of  the  river.  The  water  coiu'se  to  the  Indian  hab- 
itations at  Cochecho  falls  and  along  Bellamy  or  Back  river,  lay  on  the 
north  and  the  north-west  sides  of  the  .  ame  Hilton's  Point.  That 
I'oint  was  thus  to  the  Indians  the  most  important  and  most  striking- 
natural  object  on  the  river.  From  the  convenience  of  access  to  this 
conspicuous  promontory  for  all  the  river  Indians,  it  must  always,  we 
think,  have  been  the  chosen  scene  for  the  gathering  of  all  the  tribes, 
for  their  powwows  and  their  war-dances,  and  their  green  corn -dan- 
ces and  their  general  assemblies  for  puri)Oses  of  war  or  the.  chase. 
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words  ^^Hilton's  Point" — at  the  iitniost  a  few  acres 
of  ])arren  groiiiul,  quite  inadequate  to  the  purposes 
of  a  trading  and  hunbering  phiutation  sueh  as  Hil- 
ton intended  to  establish."^ 

Another  serious  consequence  of  this  construc- 
tion, if  carried  out,  wouKl  have  been  the  conlisca- 
tion  of  ahiiost  the  entire  peninsuhi  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river,  granted  in  IGol  to  the  nine 

And  it  was  also  tho  place  where  the  hidiaiis  of  the  various  vilhig'es 
oil  returning  to  their  homes  branched  ojl'  from  eaeh  other  and  pad- 
<lled  their  canoes  up  the  pelkicid  streams  to  their  st!veral  wigwams. 

Whether  the  native  tribes  had  any  general  name  for  tlie  wlujle  riv- 
er (.Iocs  not  as  yet  appear.  Probably  not,  if  we  are  to  reason  l)y 
analogy  from  their  usual  custom  in  similar  cases.  The  W(n"d  Pns- 
eufjKinaukc  designated  the  branching  of  the  river  at  Dover  Point, 
and  if  we  ifiwy  be  permitted  to  go  a  little  way  further  into  these  du- 
bious speculations,  we  infer  from  the  Indian  names  above  Dover 
Point  that  the  branch  of  the  great  river  particularly  designated  by 
lhat  title  was  the  westerly  branch  which  reaches  up  to  Fox  Point 
and  thence  through  Great  I3ay  to  Lamprey  river.  Our  inference  is 
drawn  from  the  Indian  names  of  these  latter  bodies  of  water.  Great 
liay  was  called  by  them  Pu^cdi/ndck,  and  Lamprey  river  bore  the 
name  of  rascdssockc,  both  of  which  words  are  but  slight  moditica- 
tions  of  Pasc(U<tquauke.  The  easterly  or  main  Ijranch  of  the  river 
from  Hilton  Point  to  the  Cochecho  was  called  by  them  the  ]\'uih((ka- 
Jianntl;  above  the  Cochecho  to  the  (^reat  Fall's  it  Avas  named  .Vt- 
wichwannock. 

It  was,  we  suppose,  by  the  English  that  the  word  Piscatacpia,  ap- 
plied by  the  aborigines  only  to  the  branching  ol  the  stream  at  Do- 
ver Point,  was  first  used  to  designate  the  entire  river  from  its  source 
in  the  Wakefield  ponds  to  its  mouth. 

*  The  Point  must  be  carefully  distinguished  from  the  Neck.  The 
former  name  as  appears  from  Dover  Records,  we  are  informed  by 
Dr.  Quint,  was  always  confined  between  the  ver}  end  of  the  prom- 
ontory and  a  low  huckleberry  swamp,  a  short  distance  in  the  rear. 
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Laconia  adventurers.  The  plantation  at  Little 
Harboi',  all  the  ])iiildings,  lands  and  improvement.^ 
at  Great  Island  and  !Stra\vl)eri-y  liank,  the  re>nlt 
of  large  expenditures  ol  money  and  ten  >  (  ar>  ol 
labor  and  hardship,  would  have  j)asse(l  into  thr 
hands  ol  the  pi'oprietors  ol'  tlie  Milton  PaU  nl, 
without  the  slightest  eompensation. 

The  Mass.  eonsti'uetion  of  that  Patent  wa>, 
however,  nevei*  fully  earried  out,  as  we  shall  sec  in 
the  sequel.  The  ehiel  piu'pose  ol  that  eonstiue- 
tion  w^as  to  furnish  the  llixy  Colony  witli  sucli 
•a  pretext  of  jui'isdietion  over  the  New  llamj)sliirr 
plantations,  as,  in  eombination  with  tlu'  ambi^iiou- 
tei'ms  of  their  own  ehai'ter,  might  justify  or  excuse 
thq.,  advanee  of  their  northern  limits  to  the  hanks  ol 
the  Piseataqua.  A  few  preliminaries  having  then 
been  arranged,  sueh  as  eonleienees  with  the  in- 
habitants and  the  pi-oeurement  of  signal n its  to  pe- 
titions for  union  with  the  .Massaehusetts,  tln'  laiu  i- 
colony,  in  Oct.  1641,  took  all  the  south  Piscata(pia 
}3lantations  into  their  government,  and  rcla/nuMl 
them  for  nearly  forty  years,  until,  in  1()71),  Nt'w 
Ilam|)shii'e  was  reclaimed  from  the  INIass.ichusetts 
by  the  King,  and  erected  into  a  iloyal  Pi'ovince. 

On  finally  draughting  the  Statute  of  annexation, 
the  question  arose  for  determination,  wliether 
the  Piseataqua  should  be  taken  into  the  liay 
jurisdicti(m  upon  the  colaiiUinj  snhmlsf^ion  of 
the  planters  and  patentees  of  tlu:  Hilton  l*atenl; 
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or  whether  jurisdiction  over  that  region  should 
be  assumed,  as  being  within  the  Massacltusetls 
bounds:^  Feehng,  we  conjecture,  that  tlieir  title  to 
the  river  under  the  Hilton  patent,  just  submitted 
to  their  jurisdiction,  was  at  least  questionable,  if 
not  cleai'ly  worthless,  the  sagacious  govei-niuent 
of  the  Bay  resolved,  now  that  opposition  was  dis- 
armed, to  I'est  their  right  to  the  Piscatacpui  upon 
the  vigor  of  their  own  charter.  This  position  was 
highly  advantageous  for  the  Massachusetts,  as  it 
was  already  meditated  to  advance  their  chartered 
limits  across  the  Piscataqua  far  north  into  the 
Province  ol  Maine,  upon  the  strength  of  that  same 
construction  of  tlieir  charter.  Accoi'dingly,  the 
Act  of  Annexation,  consummated  Oct.  9,  IGfl, 
making  no  mention  whatever  ol  the  Hilton  Patent, 
nor  of  the  surrender  of  jurisdiction  over  it  by  its 
pro])rietors,  nor  of  the  voluntaiy  sul)mission  oi  the 
people,  though  by  these  means  only  had  the  Mas- 
sachusetts got  the  conti'ol  ol  the  rivei',  now,  in  the 
preamble,  rests  the  Massachusetts  title  ujjon  the 
sole  and  simple  declaration,  that  the  annexed  terri- 
toi*y  lay  within  the  original  chartei'cd  limits  ot  the 
]>ay  Colony  ;f  and  it  is  thereupon  enacted  'Uiuit 
from  thenceforth  tiie  said  ])e()[)k;  inhabiting  there 
(on  the  riv(M"  Pascataquack)  are  and  shall  be  ac- 
cejited  and  rejHited  under  the  Government  of  the 

*  2  Wiiithrop,  42. 
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Massachu8etts  as  the  rest  of  the  inhahitaiils  within 
the  said  jurisdiction  are.""^ 

Now  that  the  jurisdiction  of  tlie  Hay  Cohniy 
had,  in  the  way  we  have  desci'il)e(l,  been  secui'ely 
extended  over  the  h)ng-  coveted  Piseataciua,  tlie 
Massachusetts  liad  Httk'  oi-  no  I'nrtiier  interest  in 
the  river  patents,  and  no  (h)ul)t  would  <;hidly  ha\  e 
withdrawn  from  any  furtlier  internie(hlling  in  the 
mattei".  But  dillicuUies  and  injustices  of  nian\ 
sorts  soon  sprang  up  all  over  the  ann(;xed  territo- 
ry, which  long'  disturbed  the  ([uiL-t  of  tlu/  new  (iov- 

*  By  tJic  terms  ot  this  stiitut(;  ol  ;iunc\;ili<jii  ol'Oct,  l()ll,  ccnaiii 
privileges  were  guaranteed  to  tlie  l*iscata(|U;i  peitple,  as  an  induce- 
ment, no  doubt,  to  th(!ir  yielding  to  Mass.  jurisdiolii)n.  One  oftliese 
was  that  "the  inhaljitants  tlmw.  are  allowed  to  .stnul  two  deputies 
from  the  whole  ryver  to  the  (Jourt  at  Boston."  'riiis  artich^  was  om; 
of  prime  imp()itan(!e  to  the  Piseatacpia  |)ei)ple,  and  llatler(!d  them 
with  the*hope  that  under  its  provisions  they  were  really  to  secure  :i 
representation  in  the  (Jen.  Court  at  lioston.  'IMiis  \H)[n'.  prov(Ml  (piilc 
tlelusive  as  to  the  planters  of  the  lower  riscataqua.  The  Act  of  Un- 
ion undouljtiMlly  granted  tluan  a  right  to  sentl  a  deputy  to  (ieiun-al 
('ourt,  but  the  hiws  of  INIassiiehusetts,  it  was  found,  rejected  all  dep- 
uties except  freemen  of  their  colony  anil  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  in  good  standing.  Now,  as  there  was  not  lor  some 
yeiivs  after  the  annexation  any  e(jngr(>gational  church  gathered  "in 
a  church  way''  at  StrawbeiVy  Hank  or  (iicat  Island,  there  were  no 
suitable  deputies  to  be  found  on  tlu;  lower  river.  (IN.  11.  Trov.  Pap. 
1G7.)  Those  benighted  people  succeeded  in  finding  among  them  "a 
godly  man"  from  INlassachusetts,  named  James  Parker,  and  him  they 
deputed  to  (xcn.  ('ourt  in  1042  and  1G-1;5.  In  1G44,  they  sent  Mr. 
Stephen  Winthrop ;  but  with  the  exception  of  these  three  years,  no 
deputy  came  from  the  lower  Piseataqna  until  the  year  1G53  (Id. 
367)  ;  by  which  time  the  control  ot  that  region  had  fallen  entirely 
and  absolutely  into  the  hands  of  the  Puritan  friends  of  Mas.saehuse  ts. 
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ernment.  Only  a  slight  outline  of  these  feuds  and 
eontentions,  however,  will  the  genei'al  subject  of 
this  paper  permit  us  to  present  here. 

The  inhabitants  of  Bloody  Point  in  particular, 
who  had  formerly  crossed  the  rivei*  from  Dover,  as 
before  stated,  now  found  themselves  in  danger  of 
being  stripped  ot  their  farms.  Under  the  Mass. 
contract  with  the  owners  of  the  Hilton  or  Squam- 
scott  patent,  the  hitter's  title  to  the  whole  of  these 
lands  was  acknowledged  and  warranted  by  xVct  of 
Gen.  Coui't,  and  more  than  this,  upon  the  laying 
out  of  the  limits  of  Dover  in  1012,  it  would  seem 
that  the  whole  of  Bloody  Point  was  excluded  out 
of  Dover  township,  so  that  these  now  isolated 
planters  had  neither  title  to  their  farms,  nor  the 
protection  of  any  organized  town  govei'nment,  nor 
any  I'ights  in  the  town  common  lands.  In  these 
sti'aits  they  ajiplied  earnestly  to  the  (Tcneral  Court 
tor  relief,  and  the  latter,  whose  favor  to  the  propri- 
etors of  the  Squamscott  Patent  was  last  fading 
away,  granted  their  prayer,  and  in  Kilo,  an  Act 
was  ])assed,  that  "all  the  marsh  and  meadow 
grounds  lying  against  the  great  bay  or  Strawlxa- 
ry  Bank  side  shall  belong  to  the  town  ot  Dover, 
together  witli  100  acres  of  upland  ground  adjoin- 
ing or  lying  nere  to  the  said  meadow."'""  ^fhis  Act 
was  passed  without  the  cousent  and  against  tlu; 
jjrotests  of  the  proprietors  ol  the  Hilton  Patent.f  - 

=^  1  N.H,"Prov.  Pap.  p.  172. 
t  Id.  lo8. 
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The  following  year  (16M)  the  Mass.  Geih  Court 
granted  to  the  township  of  Dover  the  entire  neck 
of  land,  known  as  Bloody  Point,  hounded  on  the 
southward  by  a  line  drawn  from  Canney's  ereek  to 
ITogstie  Cove.^  (See  Sketch  Map.)  This  latter 
grant,  like  the  former,  was  made,  it  would  seem,  in 
disregard  of  the  rights  of  the  owners  of  the  Hil- 
ton Patent,  cowards  whom,  now  tiiat  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Massachusetts  had  become  firmly  fixed  ovei' 
the  Piscataqua,  the  friendship  ot  the  latter  had 
sensibly  cooled. 

So,  too,  the  inhabitants  of  Strawberry  I^ank, 
though  by  the  Act  of  1(511  all  their  estates  were 
liable  to  seizure  by  the  proprietors  of  the  Hilton, 
or  then  more  generally  called  Squamscott  Patent, 
manfully  struggled  against  that  Patent  and  defied 
Capt.  Wiggins  "to  bring  his  Pattent  to  this  pres- 
ent Court. "t  -^^i^^l  some  of  the  Dover  people,  even 
after  the  considerable  concessions  above  mentioned 
had  been  made  them,  maintained  a  hostile  si)irit  to 
the  Hilton  Patent,  as  it  had  been  construed,  declar- 
ing in  their  Petition  of  1 051:,  that  this '^Patent  wee 
conceive,  (under  favor)  will  be  made  voyde  if  it 
be  well  looked  into. "J 

Meantime,  in  the  twenty  years  and  upwards  since 
the  Puritan  Lords  and  gentry  of  Shrewsbury  had 

*  1  N.  H.  Prov.  Pap.  175. 
t  Id.  207. 
tid  213. 
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purchased  the  Hilton  Patent  for  the  convenience  of 
Mass,  Bay,  its  ownership  had  in  various  ways 
passed  mostly  into  the  hands  of  other  pi'oprietors, 
some  of  whom  were  by  no  means  friendly  to  that 
colony.  The  property  had  been  ori<^inaiIy  divided 
into  twenty-five  shares  of  one  hundred  ])ounds  each, 
which  shares  passed  from  hand  to  hand  by  bills  ot 
sale,  many  of  which  are  still  to  be  found  on  record. 
At  the  ])eriod  to  which  we  have  now  arrived,  from 
1650  to  1656,  the  Hilton  Patent  had  thus  come  to 
be  largely  owned  in  various  proportions  by  a  con- 
siderable number  of  New  England  persons,  among* 
whom  were  the  Quaker,  Nicholas  8haj)leigh,  Ed- 
ward Colcord,  a  man  subsequently  convicted  by 
the  Massachusetts  ^'of  many  notable  misdemeanors 
and  crimes,"^  and  othei's  perhaps  ot  similar  stripe. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  lower  plantation  on  the 
Piscataqua  had,  since  1641,  undergone  a  conq)lete 
tiansformation,  civil  and  religious.  A  i)arty  of 
strict  Puritans  had,  by  the  aid  of  the  Massachu- 
setts, gotten  ^:>ossession  of  that  plantation,  and  un- 
der the  system  of  the  Bay  Colony  were  enabled  to 
])erpetuate  theii"  power  at  their  own  })leasure,  and 
to  allot  among  themselves — some  eight  or  ten  in 
number — nearly  all  the  valuable  common  lands 
within  their  limits.  If  we  may  trust  the  language 
of  a  petition  to  the  King  made  in  1665,  by  some 
of  the  non-freemen  of  Portsmouth,  "live  or  six  of 

T  nThTPiw.  Pap.  238.  ~ 
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the  ritchest  men  of  this  parish  ruled,  swaied  and 
ordered  all  ofJiees  both  eivil  <ks  nnlilary  at  thc^ir 
pleasure."  These  uien,  continues  the  i)etition, 
"have  kept  us  nnder  hard  sei'vitude,  and  denyed 
us  in  our  jjublique  meeting*  the  (Jonunon  prayei- 
Saei-amts  and  decent  burial  ol  the  dead,"  ''a;id  not 
only  so,  but  have  also  denied  us  the  benefit  ol  Iree- 
men  ''^  ^  and  likewise  at  the  election  of  olli- 
cers,  the  aforesaid  party  ^'  have  always  kept 
themselves  in  offices  for  the  manageing  ol  ilic  gilts 
of  lands  &  setling  them  ''^  ^  and  have  engrossed 
the  greatest  part  of  the  lands  Avithin  the  |)i"eciu(  ts 
and  limits  of  this  jjlantation  iuto  their  own  hands, 
and  other  honest  men,  that  have  been  here  a  con- 
siderable time  have  no  hinds  at  all  given  to  tlieni."'^ 

In  this  postnr(i  of  affairs,  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  the  shareholders  of  the  Hilton  Patent 
should  receive  any  lurther  special  favor  IVom  Mas- 
sachusetts, as  against  the  Piscata([ua  setth'nients. 
L'or  a  consideral)le  time,  indeed,  the  (jleneral  Courl 
declined,  though  urgently  petitioned,  even  to  ordci- 
a  parlitionof  flu;  Patent,  but  at  last,  in  I()o5,  the 
Court  i)artiall3^  yielded  and  appointed  a  ( Jonnnittc'e 
■'to  make  a  just  (Hvision  of  the  (patent)  of  S([uam" 
scot t  only  that  which  hath  rcd'erence  to  Dover 
1)0  rcsj)ited  untill  another  time. "y 

The  Iteport  of  this  Connnitte(.',J  mad(^  tiie.  h>l- 

,   *  Joiiness'  Oi'ig.  Docs.  rel.  lo  N.  llaiiiiJ.  p.  l''^- 
t  1  N.  II.  lV<n  .  Pap.  217. 
t  Id.  221. 
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lowing  year,  in  view,  no  donbt,  of  the  impolicy  if 
not  impossibility  of  making  a  partition  of  all  the 
territory  declared  to  be  within  the  Patent  b}^  the 
Act  of  1641,  pi'oceeds  npon  the  idea  of  eifecting  a 
compromise  among  the  now  nnmei'ons  and  discor- 
(hmt  interests. 

In  the  preamble,  the  Committee  first  biy  down 
the  extent  of  territoiy  to  be  dividend.  They  do  not 
pretend  to  quote  the  exact  language  of  the  Pat- 
ent, but  content  themselves  with  putting  their  own 
construction  upon  it.  ^'When  we  came  to  peruse 
the  Pattent,"  they  say,  ^'we  found  it  to  extend  for 
the  length  of  it  from  the  loAver  part  of  the  i-iver 
l^isc  ataquack  on  the  south  side  of  said  river  unto 
the  ialls  of  said  river  at  Exeter  and  for  breadth 
along  the  said  river  3  miles  li'om  the  falls  of  the 
liead-line  for  the  breadth  of  it." 

The  last  clause  of  this  desci'iption  is,  as  it  stands, 
utterly  unintelligible.  The  obscurity  seems  to 
liave  been  caused  by  the  negligence  of  the  trans- 
ci'iber  of  the  lYe])oi*t.  It  so  ha])])ened  that  in  our 
researches ''among  the  original  Mass.  Kecords,  we 
caiuc  upon  another  rc])ort  of  the  Partition  Com- 
mittee made  about  a  week  before  the  Keport  final- 
ly adopted.  As  this  first  Report,  not  having  been 
acted  upon,  was  not  printed  among  the  Mass.  Rec- 
ords, it  has  escaped  the  notice  of  our  anti({uaries. 
The  pi  eamble  to  the  fii'st  Report,^'  which  was  obvi- 

*  The  most  striking;  ditfereuce  between  these  two  Reports  consists 


* 


66 


THE  riSCATAQUA  PATENTS. 


onsly  intended  to  be  copied  into  the  second,  sup- 
plies the  words  (here  printed  in  italics)  which  aie 
necessary  to  give  that  second  Report  a  meaning. 
Its  language  is  this:  "when  we  came  to  peruse  the 
patent,  we  found  itt  to  extend  for  the  length  of  itt 
from  the  lower  part  of  the  river  Pascata(iu{ick  on 
the  south  side  of  the  said  river  unto  the  lalls  of 
said  river  at  Exeter;  and  for  breadtli  along  the 
said  river  tliree  villes  into  iJie  landj  upon  which  iver 
measured  three  mWdii  from  the  falls  for  the  llea(i 
Lyne  for  the  breadth  of  itt 

On  comparing  the  preamble  to  this  final  Report 
(as  corrected)  with  that  of  the  xVct  of  Submission 
of  1641,  we  find  a  material  vai'iance  between  them. 
By  the  former,  the  Hilton  patent  only  reached 
down  to  the  lower  part  of  the  rivei*,  while  by  the 
Act  of  Submission  it  is  declared  to  begin  ""Ud  the 
sea-side  or  therexiboids^^  In  their  Report,  the  Com- 
mittee fix  npon  Boiling  roclc  as  the  lower  bounda- 
ry of  the  patent  on  the  river,  and  in  this  easy  an(i 
arbitrary  manner,  the  entire  settlements  below 
Boiling  Rock  were  excluded  from  llu^  patent. 

ill  t]iis,  that  by  the  first  nothing  wJiatevtir  is  allowed  out  of 
Patent  to  the  Dover  people  or  to  the  planters  upon  Blooely  roiul, 
though  considerable  tracts  had  been  grant(Ml  them  in  1G43  and  101 1 
by  Act  of  CiQVL  Court.  We  sujjpose  it  was  this  strange  or  ciafty 
omission  which  roused  the  people  of  Dover  and  liloody  Toint  (ilu-n 
a  part  of  Dover)  to  active  resistance  to  the  adoption  of  the  Comniit- 
tee's  first  Report;  and  led  to  tlie  amended  Report,  which  was  linally 
apjH'oved. 

*  8  Mass.  Archives,  452. 
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The  committee,  in  their  final  Report,  also  except 
ont  of  the  [>atent  all  the  extensive  hinds  grant- 
ed to  and  incor|)orated  with  Dover  by  the 
Mass.  Gen.  Conrt,  together  with  a  hnndred  and 
filty  acres  added;  and  they  also  resti-ain  the  limits 
ot  the  patent  along  the  easterly  pait  ol' Great  Bay 
to  a  dei)th  of  one  and  a  half  miles  into  the  land, 
instead  of  the  three  miles  allowed  Ijy  the  Act  of 
IGtl;  on  the  gronnd,  they  say,  that  ^Uhe  land  was 
so  narrow  to  the  seaward,  that  we  can  allow  no 
more  accoi'ding  to  the  intent  of  the  Pntent  as  we 
understand  it."  It  seems  ])lain  that  tlie  Commit- 
tee in  making  theii'  pai'titioii,  acted  and  assumed 
to  act  not  as  judicial  (rtBcers,  but  rathei"  in  a  spirit 
of  ct)mproinise,  in  the  hope  of  composing  the  long 
standing  dissensions  among  tlie  Piscata([ua  planters. 

^Mieii*  scheme  was  to  satisfy  as  lar  as  [>ossible,  or 
at  least  to  ai)pease  all  the  conflicting  interests  in 
the  Squamscott  territory.  To  the  lowei' plantation 
they  granted  all  the  land  below  Boiling  Kock;  to 
Dover  they  confirmed  the  territory  on  Bloody 
Point  and  ai'onnd  Great  Bay,  which  had  been 
granted  to  the  town  in  j^revious  years;  to  the  pro- 
[)rietors  of  the  Hilton  or  Squamscott  Patent  they 
resei'ved  only  the  remainder,  which  they  then  pro- 
ceeded to  divide  n})  among  the  three  classes  oi* 
ranks  of  these  proprietors  in  the  general  manner, 
as  we  nndei'stand  the  lve[)ort,  designated  upon  the 
accompanying  Sketch  Map.    Tiw  portion  colored 
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upon  the  map  in  ydloto  was  assigned  to  the 
"Shrewshiiry  men;"  that  hi  blue  was  laid  oil'  to 
Capt.  Thomas  Wiggin  and  his  partners  that  in 
red,  which  had  long  since  been  granted  by  ^Nfassa- 
chusetts  to  Dover,  was  confirmed  to  that  township, 
and  that  colored  yrien  \v;is  allotted  to  Gardiner, 
Lake,  and  their  partners.! 

The  partition  thus  made  of  the  Hilton  orStpiam- 

*  It  is  curious  to  notice,  on  conipuring  the  noilhiini  boundary  ol 
Capt.  Wigg'in\s  portion  with  the  souUicrly  hound  ot  tiu*  "iV^c-ulaway 
Grant,"  liow  nearly,  if  not  precisely,  lliey  correspond.  The  (ireal 
Bay  would,  of  course,  constitute  the  natural  northern  bound  of  the 
second  division  granted  to  Wiggin  and  his  partnei-s,  and  it  isdillic  idi 
to  understand  why  tlie  committee  adopli;d  the  limit  lai»l  down  in  their 
Report,  unless  they  were  acquainted  with  the  bounds  of  the  I'.-scata 
way  Grant,  and  desired  to  kee])  the  Captain's  (»\vn  land>  oiil  ol 
harm's  way  against  any  contingencies. 

t  The  various  localities  marked  upon  our  sketch  map,  indispensa- 
ble to  any  clear  understanding  of  our  subject,  have  been  ascertained 
from  documents,  records,  statutes,  with  as  much  of  care  and 
pains  as  the  dilliculty  of  the  research  re(iuired. 

Cau)ieij\s  (hrck  or  Cove  (erroneously  called  Kinges  Creek  in  tin- 
printed  Report  of  partition)  lay  on  the  Long  Reach  ot  the  lMscata<iua, 
about  half  a  mile  above  Boiling  rock,  and  next  below  the  lower 
bound  ot  the  ancient  Rawlins  lai-m,  still  in  possession  of  that  iiunily. 
Its  exact  location  appears  trom  the  terms  of  the  grant  made  by  Ports- 
mouth in  1661,  to  C'apt.  Brian  Pendleton  of  a  tract  of  210  acres  of 
land  "next  to  James  Rawlins,'''  '-which  takes  its  beginning,"  says 
the  record,  "at  Kenney'scove  and  runs  down  by  the  riverside  80  rods 
to  Pyne  cove  and  thence  into  the  woods  480  rods  to  the  edge  of  the 
Pitch  pine  plain  upon  a  W.  S.  W.  Lyne."  (1  Ports.  Rec.  p.  77.) 
The  several  grants  made  about  the  same  time  to  other  persons,  of  all 
the  remaining  lands  down  the  river  to  Boiling  Rock,  establish  the  dis- 
tance of  Canney's  cove  above  that  prominent  land  mark.  The  rea- 
son why  this  little  cove  was  selected  as  the  lower  boundary  of  Bloody 
Point  was,  we  conjecture,  that  it  just  embraced  the  land  of  James 
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scott  Patent  in  1656,  as  we  have  described  it,  was 
accepted  as  final  so  tar  as  it  related  to  the  two  por- 
tions set  oil'  to  thej^Shi  ewsbnry  men"  and  to  Cap- 
tain Wiggin — those  coloi-ed  on  the  map  in  him 
and  m  yellow,  .A^  to  these  portions  there  had 
never  existed  any  (tonflicting  title,  except  that  of 

Kawiings,  an  early  and  iulluential  Dover  man,  whose  iarni  had  the 
cove  for  its  lower  boundary. 

''Ikxjsltjc  Corc''^  la  aseertained  I'rom  the  terms  oi'  a  siirx  ey  made  by 
Vurtsmouth  in  1095.  JNIr.  Ceoi-o'c  Snell  and  William  Vaiio-han,  the 
surveyors,  "niii  the  line,"  they  re^Jort,  "from  (Janney's  (Jove  in  the 
longe  reeh  to  lloggstye  eove  at  the  month  <A  ye  great  r)ay,  and  from 
tlie  middle  oi'  the  month  of  ye  one  eove  to  the  middk;  of  ye  month  of 
yc  other  is  West  and  by  Sonth  and  East  &  by  North  and  strikes  IVlr. 
William  Fnrber's  Barne."    (1  Forts.  Rec.  p.  3oO.) 

Wf'lshman's  Cove  on  the  Little  liay  is  still  known  as  IVchh  (Jorc 
among  the  ancient  families  in  the  vicinity. 

The  entire  neck  of  land  lying  above  the  line  ilrawii  trom  Canney's 
(!reck  to  Ilogstye  Cove  was  originally  called,  Irom  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  (jnari-el  between  Captain  ^^'iggin  iind  Neale,  before  re- 
ferred to,  iiloodij  Vuint — a  name  still  retained  l)y  a  projection  into  the 
river  nearly  opposite  Dover  Point. 

•'CoUerilVs  bcliyhr  was  a  location  at  the  extreme  south-east  cor- 
ner ol  (ireat.  Bay  near  the  mouth  of  Winnicot  river,  or  perhaps 
l^ieker's  creek.  (1  N.  II.  Prov.  Pap.  208,  222.  1  Ports.  Kec.  Anno 
16G0.)  We  have  been  unable  to  discover  the  origin  or  meaning  (d" 
tills  name. 

The  site  of  Captain  Chwjnpcj-noivia^s  Iwusc  u^Jon  the  magnilicent 
farm  of  the  late  Col.  Joshua  W.  Peirce  at  Greenland,  is  still  pointed 
out  to  the  delighted  antiquary.  Here  dwelt  for  many  years,  in  some- 
thing of  antique  breadth  and  state,  that  relative  and  almost  compan- 
ion ot  Kawleigh  and  Gilbert;  that  noblest  born  and  bred  of  all  New 
Hampshire's  first  planters. 

Grand  old  English  oaks,  planted,  as  tradition  has  it,  by  the  Cap- 
tain's own  hands,  still  lift  their  brave  vigorous  heads  over  the  fertile 
nut.dows — true  Heme's  oaks,  we  exclaimed  at  the  tirst  glance — - 
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John  Mason  cind  his  heii-s  nnder  his  patent  ol'  New 
Hampshire — a  title,  which,  in  the  then  political  con- 
dition of  England  nnder  Cromwell,  hardly  amonnt- 
ed  to  a  clond. 

The  remainder  of  the  Hilton  or  Sqnamscott  ])at- 
ent,  as  laid  dovvn  by  the  Committee,  lay  wholly 
within  the  Pescataway  Grant. ^    But  thongii  the 

unique  in  New  Hampshire — a  scene  as  beautiful  as  that  i'voni  W  iinl- 
soi'  castle  over  Datchet  Mead. 

'I'lie  ancient  name,  Hmul//  Point,  is  retained  to  iIk;  [)resenl  day. 
Not  iai-  from  this  Point  is  still  discernible  the  cellar  of  the  famous 
tS(/ua7}L.scoU  lioa^e,  Capt.  Thomas  VVi<^gin,  so  oftciu  i-eferred  to  in 
these  pages,  as  the  constant  friend  of  Mass.  Bay,  erected  this  huusc, 
about  IGoO,  and  here  he  died  in  U]()7.  For  fourteen  year.s  he  had  held 
the  high  olliee  of  Assistant  to  the  (iovernor  of  Mass.  liay  ;  the  oidy 
riscatacjua  man,  we  believe,  ever  chosen  to  that  i)osition.  Jiaviug, 
in  IG51,  purchased  of  Thomas  Lake  a  large  interest  in  the  !S(juam- 
scott  Patent,  thiu-e  was  alloted  to  him  and  his  partners,  (who  subse- 
quently released  their  interests  to  him,)  a  territory  three  miles  s<|uarc, 
along  Exeter  river,  now  embraced  in  the  town  of  Stratham  lu 
close  proximity  to  the  "Squamseott  House,''  in  a  fudd  which  slopes 
north  towards  the  Bay,  and  almost  upon  the  northern  boundary  of  his 
land,  are  buried  the  bodies  ol  that  grim,  sturdy  Puritan  and  several 
generations  of  his  family.  The  present  cjwner  of  this  burial  ground,  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Capt.  Thomas,  conducted  us  to  the  cemetery. 
Headstones,  footstones,  inscriptions,  were  all  gone.  Great,  majdes 
and  oaks  were  growing  over  the  ancient  ihnVs  <icn:;  dead  leaves  rus- 
tled along  the  weird  and  shadowy  ground.  As  tiie  Turitan  had  in 
his  life  resembled  Joshua,  the  son  of  Nun,  who  lead  the  children  ol 
Israel  into  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  so,  like  Joshua  was 
he  fitly  buried  "in  the  border  of  his  inheritance,  in  Timmath-serah, 
on  the  north  side  of  the  hill  of  Gaash." 

*  This  latter  grant  was  still  held  as  the  cherished  property  of  the 
town  of  Portsmouth.  Even  so  late,  for  instance,  as  iGliU,  I'orts- 
mouth  appointed  (Commissioners  to  run  out  the  line  between  that 
town  and  Hampton,  "always  provided,"  says  the  record,  "that  not 
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owners  of  the  Pescataway  or  Great  House  Patent 
had,  as  we  have  argued,  a  superior  title  to  the 
whole  peninsula,  embraced  within  their  limits,  yet 
in  the  present  posture  of  allairs,  now  that  all  the 
land  below  Boihng  Rock  was  reserved  to  them  by 
the  Committee  for  Partition,  it  was  deemed  better 
by  John  and  Richard  Cutt,  Capt.  Brian  Pendleton, 
Kichard  Martyn,  Joshua  Moodey  and  the  few  oth- 
iM's  who  then  ruled  the  lower  plantation  under  the 
Massachusetts,  to  negociate  peaceably  for  the  jjur- 
ehase  of  the  small  remainder  of  land,  left  to  the 
Squamscott  pi'oprietors,  than  to  undertake  a  ])roba- 
bly  fruitless  appeal  to  the  Courts  of  fjaw.  Having 
resolvcul  on  this  course,  the  above  named  gentlemen 
so  managed  the  allaii*,  that  in  a  few  years  they 
themselves  became  owners  of  nearly  the  entire 
ti'act. 

In  l()r)8,  or  before  that  year,  the  selectmen  of 
Portsmouth  bought  of  Thomas  Lake  the  entire 
tract  of  land  between  Ivenney's  creek  and  Boiling 
Rock,  on  the  river,  and  running  back  nearly  a  mile 
iunl  a  halt  into  the  land  ^^to  the  edge  of  the  })it(di 
pine  plain  upon  a  W.  8.  W.  Lyne."    The  consid- 

nny  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  Great  House  Patent  be  granted  to 
be  in  the  township  ot  Hampton  by  those  empowered  by  us."  (1 
Ports,  llec.  p.  G6.)  The  Great  House  Patent  seems  to  have  been  the 
familiar  title  of  the  old  "grant  and  confirmation  of  Pescataway,"  so 
far  as  it  aj^plied  to  the  southerly  side  ot  the  river.  'J'his  southerly 
section  of  the  Pescataway  Grant  appears  also  to  have  been  some- 
times entitled  the  "Twenty  Thousand  acre  i)atent."  (1  N,  H.  Prov. 
Pap.  83-96.) 
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eration  'paid  Ijy  the  toion  was  £50.  In  1601  this 
lai'ge  tract  was  divided  and  laid  out  among  Capt„ 
Brian  Pendleton  and  his  associates;^'  2-10  acres 
each  to  Cupt.  Pendleton  and  John  Ctitt,  80  acres 
to  Joshua  Moodey,  and  52  acres  to  Kichard  Martyn. 

The  large  and  valuable  tract  sti'etcliing  from 
Winnicut  River  along  Great  Bay  to  Saudy  Point 
^ seems  to  have  lain  unappi'ot)riated  until  1()()9,  at 
which  time  the  town,  having  detei-mined  to  assert 
their  own  superior  title  over  it  against  the  Squam- 
scott  patentees,  granted  two-thirds  of  the  entirt^ 
ti'act  to  John  Cutt,  ISTathaniel  Freyer,  Ca]>t.  flames 
Pendleton  and  others,  "provided,"  contiiuu's  the 
Record,  "the  parties  abovesaid  maintain  and  de- 
fend the  same  in  the  towne's  behalf  at  their,  the 
aforesaid  parties  owne  pi'oper  cost  and  chai'ge 
against  any  that  shall  oj)[)Ose — further  tiiat  tiu^ 
town  grants  and  conlirms  unto  Mr.  Andrew^  Wiggim 
the  right  and  title  to  his  land,  as  was  granted  to^ 
him  by  Cat)t.  Lake  and  (Ja])t.  Waldron  with  the 
priviledges  of  our  town,  provided  wee  I'ocover  the 
land  aforesd  by  iaw."f  A  few  grants  to  pi'ivate 
individuals  seem  also  to  have  been  made  by  Lake 
and  Waldron  out  of  their  poilion  of  the  Sqimm- 
scott  Patent,  but  on  qidte  nominal  considerations. 

In  these  several  ways,  the  pretended  claim  of 
the  Hilton  Point  proprietors  to  any  ol   the  land 

*  1  Ports.  Roc.  p.  51-G8-77. 
t  Id.  p.  135. 
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eovered  by  the  "  Grant  of  Pescataway,"  or  "  Great 
House  Patent,"  was  at  last  extinguished,  or  repudi- 
ated, and  nearly  the  whole  of  that  territory  (ex- 
cept what  I'emained  to  Dover)  fell  into  the  hands 
of  a  knot  of  men  at  Portsmouth,  as  rapaeious  as 
they  were  harsh  and  bigoted. 

As  to  the  "  Dover  Tatent^''  or  northerly  portion* 
of  the  Hilton  Patent,  as  it  was  construed  by  Mas- 
sachusetts, we  do  not  find  that  any  steps  were  ever 
taken  to  lay  out  and  bound  the  land  covered  by  it, 
but  ..the  townshij)  of  Dover  having  been  partly 
bounded  out  in  1042,  shortly  altei'  the  union  of  the 
J?iscataqua  to  Massachusetts,  received  in  1()5(),  con- 
cun-ently  with  the  partition  of  Squamscott,  a  quit 
claim  fi'om  the  planters  of  all  their  interest  in  Do- 
ver, with  a  slight  reservation  of  about  16  acres.^ 

The  only  substantial  advantage  derived  from  the 
Mass.  construction  of  the  Hilton  Patent  was  taken 
by  the  Massachusetts  themselves.  Jurisdiction 
over  the  Piscataqua  had  been  obtained  by  the  skil- 
ful use  of  that  instrument,  and  when  once  got,  it 
was  firmly  kept,  after  that  instrument  had  disap- 
peared. Ikit  this  usurpation,  of  which  it  has  been 
said  "  a  more  unjust  and  tyrannical  act  never  was 
perpetrated  on  this  continent,"f  was  not  destined 
to  endui-e  for  many  years.  The  people  of  the  low- 
er Piscataqua  were  in  spirit  deadly  hostile  to  the 

*  1  N,  IL  Prov.  Pap.  223. 

t  Potter's  Hist,  of  Manchester,  p.  IIC. 
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Mass.  Bay.  Shortly  after  the  annexation,  a  few  of 
the  Puritan  sort  and  faith  had  erejit  into  the 
country,  and  by  the  aid  of  the  Hay  had  seized  on 
the  ofiiees  and  phiees  of  power  and  a]>propi'iale(t  tO' 
themselves  nearly  all  the  eoniuion  lands;  hut  tlie 
original  planters  grew  dail}.^  more  and  Uiore  hi- 
eensed.  In  1651,  the  inhabitants  oi  Strawbei'ry 
l)anlv  openly  J'ebelled  and  attemjjted  to  vvithdiaw 
their  sidjjection  to  the  Boston  government.^'"  l>iii 
iliis  outbreak  was  sup])ressed.  Another  eilbrt  was 
made  to  the  same  pur[>ose  on  the  arrix  al  of  the 
Royal  Commissioners  in  IGGl,  though  without  per- 
manent success.  But  in  1G70,  the  Massachusutta. 
usui'pation  over  the  Piscataqua  was  tern)iiialed  by 
the  erection  of  ^^ew  IIam})shire  into  a  Koyal  l^rov- 
ince. 

Thus  did  the  last  fruits  of  the  ililton  Patent  de- 
cay and  peribh ;  thus  wc^re  the  angry  hroils  ol"  forty 
years  composed,  l^he  propi'ietoi's  of  tlie  I^iuuk 
had  aftei'  all  j)rofited  little  or  nothing  by  the  at- 
tempted  appropriation  of  Piscata([ua  lands;  the 
IMassachusetts  were  in  the  ei\d  compelled  to  dis- 
gorge the  purloined  jurisdiction  they  had  so  un~ 
easily  obtained  and  kept,  and  thus  reti-ibutive  jus- 
tice was  at  last  meted  out  to  all  the  actors  in  the 
transaction. 

In  conclusion  and  i'eca])itulation  ol  the  \'iews 
pi-esented  in  this  monograph,  we  liave  endeavored 

M  N.  II.  Prov.  Pap.  195. 
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to  show,  that  it  was  tlic  desh'e  of  Mass.  Bay  to  in- 
chide  the  Piscataqiia  I'ogioii  with  hi  her  Hiiiits  and 
to  secure  there  a  good  neighborhood  of  honest 
men,"  which  led  her  magistrates  to  eil'eet,  through 
tlieir  friend  Capt.  Thomas  Wiggin,  in  IGoo,  a  pui- 
cliase  and  transfer  of  the  Hilton  Point  Patent  to 
llie  Puritan  Lords  and  geuLlenu^n  of  Shrewsbiuy; 
whose  successors  in  IGil,  in  accoi'dance,  we  siip- 
])ose,  with  the  original  understanding,  made  a  full 
submission  of  the  Patent  to  Mass.  jurisdiction.  At 
tiie  same  time,  in  furtherance  of  the  same  general 
design,  a  statutory  construction  was  put  ui)on  tlie 
Patent,  by  which  it  was  s[)lit  into  two  distinct  por- 
tions, and  the  lower  or  S([uam[)Scotl  portion  was 
\  iolently  sti'etched  so  as  to  cover  the  whole  south 
ern  bank  of  the  river  from  S(piamsc;ott  falls  lo  its 
mouth. 

The  Hilton  Patent  having  thus  served  its  [)oliti- 
cal  and  religious  purpose,  was  never  fully  enforced. 
Ijarge  poi'tions  of  its  territory  were  granted  to  Do- 
\  er  and  a  still  largei'  ])art  was  retained  by  Straw- 
beriy  Hank,  and  in  the  conclusion  of  the  whole 
mattei",  the  Scpiamscott  patentees  took  but  tiilling 
aihantage  from  the  distorted  misconstruction  of 
theii-  grant. 

The  long  controversy  was  no  doubt  of  trifling 
impoi  tance,  l)ut  whoevei-  will  study  it  attentively 
will  see  displayed  such  a  stid)born  conlli(-t  between 
patentee  and  planter;  such  a  hot  contention  be- 
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tvveeii  Royalist  and  Roundhead;  such  fierce  hatred 
l)etween  Puritan  and  Churchman;  and  at  all  times 
such  political  sagacity  and  vii^or  of  thought,  as 
make  the  story  of  the  Hilton  Point  Patent  (only  a 
brief  outline  of  which  we  have  sketched)  the  most 
instructive  it  not  entertaining  in  the  eaily  annals 
of  New^  Hampshire. 

The  real  history  of  New  Hampshire  during  the 
first  half  century  of  its  existence  has  not  yet  been 
written.  Until  a  very  recent  date,  the  only  orig- 
inal materials  for  such  a  history,  available  to  oui' 
students,  wei'c  the  scanty  relics  of  our  town  and 
county  records,  and  a  few  documents  preserved 
among  the  Archives  of  Massachusetts  or  in  pri- 
vate hands,  together  with  some  casual  hints  and 
prejudiced  notices  of  the  Piscatacpia  to  be  found 
among  the  historians  of  Plymouth  and  the  Bay. 
Dr.  Belknap's  narrative  of  this  early  period,  found- 
ed upon  materials  such  as  these — the  only  ones, 
however,  at  his  command — conld  at  best  have 
drawn  a  mere  outline  of  its  history;  and  now  it 
turns  out  that  even  the  outline  of  our  early  history 
made  by  that  elegant  historian  is  utterly  mistaken 
and  distorted.  The  annals  of  'New  Hampshire 
from  the  time  of  its  first  planting  down  to  its 
erection  into  a  royal  province,  in  1679,  require  to 
be  entirely  rewritten.  A  great  mass  of  new  mate- 
I'ials  for  that  pur[>ose  has  lately  l)ccn  gathered  to- 
gether by  our  antiquarians,  and  now  await  only  the 
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kindling  pen  of  an  impartial  historian  to  slied  a 
clear  and  satisfactory  light  over  the  tortuons  ways 
and  the  dark  mysteries  of  our  early  history. 
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I- 

The  Jfilto9i,  or  S(/U(unscott  J*(iteiit, 

To  all  X'riaii  People  to  whoiiie  these  presents  shall  come,  CJreet- 
ing,  [alter  I  he  usual  reeital  ot  the  great  grant  by  King  James  in  1G20,J 

Now  know  yee  that  the  said  Presi<linit  and  Couneell  by  Virtue 
Authority  of  his  Majties  said  lA'tters  Pattents,  and  lor  and  in  eonsid- 
(u'aeon  that  Edward  Hilton  &  his  Assoeiates  hatli  already  at  his  and 
their  owne  propei"  costs  and  charges  transported  sundry  servants  to 
plant  in  New  England  aforesaid  at  a  place  there  called  by  the  natives 
Weeanacohunt  otherv/ise  Hilton's  point  lying  some  two  leagues  from 
tho,  mouth  of  the  River  Paskataquack  in  New  England  aforesaid 
wiiere  they  have  already  Built  some  houses,  and  planted  Corne,  And 
lor  tliat  lie  <loth  furt!u;r  intend  by  (iods  Divine  Assistance!,  to  trans])ort 
thither  more  people  and  cattle,  to  the  good  increase  and  advamnnnt 
Si,  for  the  better  settling  and  strengthing  of  theii-  plantation  as  also 
that  they  may  be  the  better  encouraged  to  proceed  in  soe  pious  a  work 
whi  -h  may  Especially  t(Mid  to  the  propagacon  of  Kidigion  and  to  the 
(Irc.at  increase  of  Trade  to  his  Majties  Realmes  and  Dominions,  and 
th(!  advancement  ot  [)ubli<jue  jjlantacon.  Have  given  granttul  En- 
leolled  and  ( 'onlirmed,  and  by  this  their  [)\senl  writing  do(;  fully  clt!ar- 
ly  and  absolutely  give  grant  enfeolTe  and  (^on(h-me  unto  the  said  Ed- 
ward llilt'Mi  his  heiress  anil  assigncs  for  ev(jr,  all  th;d  ))art  of  ih(i  Ris- 
er l'ascata(|n:ick  called  (»r  known  by  Llie  name,  of  VViu-anacolumt  or 
iillioir.^  I'onil  with  the  south  s'uW.  of  the  said  R;\er,  up  [n  the  Ifall  «;f 
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the  Kiver.  and  lliree  miles  iiiio  (he  Maine  Land  b}'  till  the  In-eatlth 
ui'oresaid.  Too-et her  with  all  the  Slioaies  C!r(;eks  IJays  Harbors  and 
(/oasts,  jilongst  the  sen  within  the  limitts  and  Buiinds  aforesaid  with 
the  woods  and  Islands  next  adjoyneini>-  to  (he  said  l^ands,  not  bein<i,- 
already  grardcd  by  the  said  <  'ounc^ll  nuto  any  other  jierson  or  per- 
sons tog-eth(.;r  alsoe  with  all  the  Lands  liivers  Mines  niineralls  of  what 
kinde  or  natiae  soeV(a-,  woods  Qnari-ies,  Marshes,  Waters,  Lakes 
llishings,  Huntings,  llawkings,  iVowlings,  ( -'oniodities  L^niolumts  and 
hereditaments  Avhatsoever  withal i  and  .singular  their  and  every  ol 
their  Appts  in  or  within  the  limitls  oi-  bounds  alure.'jaid,  or  to  the 
said  Lands  lying  within  the  same  limitts  or  liounds  bjlonging  or  in 
any  wise  appertainiiig.  To  ha\  (!  and  to  hold,  all  atnl  singular  the 
said  i/uids  and  ])'nnses,  with  all  and  singular  the  woods  (Quarries 
Ahirshes,  Wateis,  liivers,  Lakes,  llishings,  iVowlings,  Jiawkings, 
Huntings,  Mynes,  ]\lineralls  ol'  what  kynde  or  nature  soever,  pri\  i- 
ledges,  Rights  Jurisdieons  Libbeityes  lvoyalti{;s  and  all  other  prollhs 
Comodities  Emoluments  ami  hereditamcints  whatsoevei',  before  in 
and  by  lhes(;  p'sents  givtai  and  granted,  or  luin-in  meant  intonconed 
or  inti-nded  to  be  Ina'cby  given  i>r  gi  anted,  w  ith  tludr  and  every  ut 
their  appts  and  every  part  and  pareell  tlieri;  of  ( lil.\eoi)t  belbre  Kxeept- 
ed)  unto  the  said  Edward  Hilton  his  luiii-es,  Assot'iates  and  Assignes 
forever  to  the  oncly  proper  use  and  behoofe  of  the  said  Edw^ard  Hil- 
ton his  heires  Associates  Assignes  for  ever,  yielding  and  l)iiyiiig 
unto  our  Stn  eraigne  Lord  the  King  one  lliflh  part  of  (Jold  and  SilvtM" 
Oai-es,  and  another  ITifth  part  to  the  Counccll  aforesaid  and  their  sue- 
e(;ssors  to  be  holden  of  the;  said  Couneidl  and  their  sueeess(^rs  by  the 
I'ent  liereaft(!i'  in  these  p'sents  Uesei'ved,  yielding  and  paying  tliere- 
I'or  yearly  for  ever  unto  the;  said  (  'oime(dl  their  sueeessors  or  Assignes 
for  fvery  hundred  Acres  of  the  said  Land  in  usi;  the  sume  of  twelve 
l)enee  of  Lawiull  mon(!y  oi  Englaml  inlo  the  hands  of  the  Rent  gath- 
(M-ei-  for  th(!  tinie  being  ol  the  said  ('ouni  cll  yr  successors  or  Assignes 
for  all  serv  ices  whatsotiver,  And  the  said  Councidl  for  the  allaiivs  of 
Now  England  in  America  aforesaid,  Hoe  by  the.se  p'sents  nominate 
Depute,  Authorize  ai)point  and  in  their  i)lace  and  stead  put  AVilliam 
RIackston  of  iS'ew  Englaml  in  America  albresaid  clei-k  William  rr(;(- 
I'v'b  s  and  Thomas  Lewis  ol'  tlie  same  place  (^.-nt  and  eitluM'  or  an}-^  of 
them  Joyntly  oi-  sevi-raily  to  b(!  their  true  and  Lawiull  Attorny  or 
Attorneys  and  in  their  name  and  stead  to  enter  into  the  said  pari  or 
porcon  of  Land,  and  othei"  the  p'niises  with  the  appts  by  these  p'sents 
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(liv(;n  and  giTintod  or  into  some  part  tln^rc(^f  in  tin;  name  of  the 
whole,  and  peaceable  &  qniett  possession  and  seisin  thereol  lor  them 
to  take  and  the  same  soe  had  and  taken  in  their  name  und  stead  to 
(l(jli\  ui-  possession  &  seisn  thereof  unto  the  said  Edward  Hilton  his 
hcires  Associates  and  Assignes,  accoi'ding  to  the  tenor  torme  and  ef- 
luet  of  these  p'sents  liatiheing  (Jonlirmeing  and  allowing  all  and 
whatsoever  the  said  Atiorny  or  Attornyes,  or  either  of  them  shall  doe 
in  or  abont  thep'mises  by  virtue  hereof.  In  witnes>r  whereof  the  said 
(  oMiu-ell  f  r  the  atiaires  of  New  England  in  Americ;i  afoi'esaid,  have 
hereunto  caused  theii"  common  Scale  to  be  })utt  the  twelfth  day  of 
Marc  h  Anno  Dmi  1629,  xVnd  in  the  lifth  yean;  of  ih«;  ileigne  of  our 
S()V('r;i,igne  Lord  Charles  by  the  (li'ace  of  (lod  ol  lOiigiand  Scotland, 
ilVaiH'c  and  Ireland,  delender  of  the  Ifaith 

Ko:  ^\'AK^v^clvK. 
IMiuno  :  that  upon  the  7"  ilay  of  July  Anno  Ihni  lo;)t  AniKxi:  i^s 
Caroli  pri  :  Septimo  :  by  A'irtue  of  a  want  of  ^VUorny  wilhin  ujcn- 
conctd  IVom  the  Councell  of  the  alVairi!S  iti  New  Enghind  undt  r  their 
(.'omon  s(;ahi  unto  Tiiomas  Lcivvis  In;  ihv.  said  Thomas  Lewis  had  tak- 
en t|uielt  jjosscssion  ol  tin;  within  meneoiied  [)'misrs  and  Li\*;ry  and 
Sciscn  thereof  hath  given  to  the  wiliiin  nainml  Edward  llillon  in  the 
p'si'uei!  of  us. 

Vera  Cojna  Eiticit  pr  nos  rhomiis  W  iggin 

'J"im  :  s  Nicholas  W'm.  ililton 

I'etC'oppeer  ^  Sanil  Siiaip(i 

.lames  Dowrie 

Vera  C<jpi;i. 

Attest  Ivieh  :  rartridge,  ("K-r. 

[Endorsed] 

(Irant  from  the  CounciU  of  Plymouth  to  Edward  Hilton  ol'  l^ajuls 
in  iW'W  llainpshiro  in  Xi;w  fliiglainl  daled  (Ik;  U""' Aiarch  liiL'U. 
For  Hilton's  I'oiiit  And  the  soiuh  sith;  of  said  UiviM-  tV:  to  the  falls. 
Allen  rs.  Waldron 
Ecby  1704 — o. 
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(jrvajit  (md  Confit*maUou  of  rescata  wdy  to  Sr.  Ferdinan- 
do  Gorges  and  Capt,  Mason  ami  others ,  A  no  1031. 

This  Indentuue  made  the  8(1  day  of  Novemr  Ano  Diii  1031 :  and 
ill  ye  7th  year  of  ye  Rivigiie  of  Our  Sovraigiie  Charles  by  the  Grace 
of  God  of  England  Scotland  France  and  Ireland  King  Defender  of 
the  ffaitli  &c.  Betweene  the  Presidt  Councill  of  New  England  on 
ye  one  pty  and  Sr  Ferdinando  Gorges  Knt  Capt  John  Mason  ot  Lon- 
don Esqr  and  their  Associates  .Jolm  Cotton  Henry  Gardner,  Geo: 
(irilfith  Eliwin  Gny  Thomas  Wannerton  Tlionias  Eyre  and  Eliezer 
Eyre  on  ye  other  pty  Witnesseth  [alter  reciting  the  (ireat  Patent  of 
King  James  to  (lie  l*resident  cM:,  C'onncil  uf  New  England,  dated 
Nov.  3,  1G20,]  that  the;  sd  PrcsitlL  and  Councill  of  Iheii-  full  free  aiul 
nnitnall  consent,  as  well  to  ye  iMid  that  all  the  Lands  Woods  J^akes 
l^oucks,  Ivivers,  VVat(!rs,  [)ontN  Islands  and  Fishings,  wth  all  other 
Trahi(pie  Prothts  and  Commodities  whalsoeuer  to  them  or  any  ol' 
Iheni  belonging,  ami  hereafter  in  these  Pnts  menconed  may  be  whol- 
ly and  entirely  invested  appropriated  secaired  and  settled  in  and 
npon  ye  sd  Sr  liardinando  Gorges,  Capt  John  Mason  and  their  Asso- 
ciates John  Cotton,  Henry  Gardner,  George  Giithth,  Edwyn  Crny, 
Thomas  Wannenon  Thom  Eyrie,  Sc  Eliuzer  Lyre  as  by  diners  spc- 
ciall  Services  by  lliem  already  done  for  the  adnaneement  of  the  sd 
Plantacon  by  makeing  ol"  Clap  board  and  i)ipestaues  nudvcing  of 
Salt  i'anns  and  Salt,  IransporLing  of  Vines  for  makeing  of  Wines 
searching  for  Iron  Oare  being  all  bnsinesse  of  nery  great  Conse- 
quence for  canseing  of  many  Sonles  both  men,  women  and  boys 
and  store  of  Shipps  to  be  employed  thither,  and  so  in  short  time 
])i-one  a  great  Nursery  for  Shii)ping  and  Mariners,  and  also  a  great 
heljjc  to  snch  as  in  this  Kingdome  want  good  imploymt  And  fur- 
ther for  Ytthe  sd  Sr  Iferd  (iorges  Capt.  ,John  Mason  and  their  said  As- 
sociates John  Cotton  Henry  (iardner  Geo.  (irillith  Edwin  (iuy  Thom  : 
Wannerton  Tho  Eyre  and  Eliezer  Eyer  hiivv.  by  their  Agents  there 
taken  great  paines  and  spent  nmch  tyim-  in  the  disconery  of  the 
(  ountrii!  all  wch  hath  cosl  them  (as  we  are  caedibly  hiformed) 
;UH)Olb  and  upwards,  which  hitlu'rto  iht!y  are  wholly  out  of  puise 
u[)on  ho[)e  of  doing  good  in  time  to  (;ome  to  y(  publicpie.  And  also 
for  olhei' good  and  sullicient  ( ■au.-^c•s  and  ( \.n>ii.lei  acon  the  sd  Pj\',^i(lt 
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and  Conncill  especially  thereunto  moiicing,  Hauk  given  granted 
Ijargained  sold  assigned  alien d,  sett  ouer  cnleolled  and  conlirnied 
and  by  these  pnts  Do  giue  grant,  bargaine  sell  assigne,  aliene  seit 
ouer  enfeolic  and  coniirni  unto  the  sd  llertlinando  Georges  Capt 
John  Mason  John  Cotton  llenr  Gardner  (ieo  Grillith  Edwin  (iuy 
Thoni.  VVannerton  Tlioin,  Eyere  and  Eliezer  Eyre,  then-  Heirs  and 
Assignes  for  euer  All  that  house  and  ehiefe  habitaecn  situate  and 
being  at  Pascataway  als  Pascataquack  als  Paseaquaeke  in  New  Eng- 
land aforesaid,  whei'ein  Capt  Walt.  Neale  and  ye  Colony  wth  him 
now  doth  or  lately  did  reside  togeather  wth  the  Gardens  and  Corne 
ground  occupied  and  planted  by  the  sd  Colonic,  and  the  Salt  workes 
allready  begun  as  aforesd.  And  also  all  that  porcon  of  Laiid  lying 
wthn  the  precincts  hereafter  nicnconed,  l)eginniHg  upon  tiie  Sea 
coast  5  miles  to  the  VV  tward  of  or  from  the  sd  (thiefe  llabitacon  or 
Plantation  now  possessed  by  the  sd  CapL  VValtci'  Neale  for  ye  ust;  of 
the  Adventurers  to  Liconia  (Ijeing  in  the  latitude  of  I;)  Degr  or 
thereabouts  in  the  Harbour  of  Pascata<puiek  als  Pascata^iuack  als 
Passataway,  and  so  forth  from  ye  sd  beginning  Eastwd  <fc  North 
Eastvvd  and  so  proceetling  North wds  or  North  Wesiwds  into  ye 
Harbour  and  Riuer  along  the  Coasts  and  Slioares  thereof  including 
all  the  Tslands  and  Isletes  lying  wthn  or  neere  unto  the  same  up- 
wards unto  the  head  land  opposite  unto  the  plantacon  or  llabitacon 
now  or  late  in  the  Temire  or  Occupation  of  Edw  Hilton  from 
thence  wt  wds  cS^  South  wt  wds  in  ye  niidle  of  the  Uiuerand  through 
the  midle  of  ye  Bay  or  Lake  of  Pasquacack  als  Pasca(piack  or  by 
what  other  name  or  names  it  hath  toward  the  boltome  or  \\  ester- 
most  part  of  ye  Riuer  called  Pascassocke  to  ihe  falls  thereof,  and 
from  thence  by  an  Imaginary  Line  to  pass  ouer,  and  to  the  Sea, 
where  the  Prambulacon  begann  Togeatlier  wth  all  ye  Lands,  Soyle, 
(iround  Wood,  Quarries,  Mines  ihshing  limiting  Hawking  Howling 
Coniodities  and  Hereditamts  whatsoeuer,  1  ogeather  also  wth  all 
prrogatiues,  Jurisdiccons  Royallties,  priuileidges,  Ifranchises  and 
prehcminence  wth  in  ye  precincts  of  Land  conteined  wthin  ye  limits 
oj-  boundb  aforesaid.  And  also  the  Isies  of  Shoales,  and  ye  llishings 
thereabouts  And  all  the  Seas  wthin  15  miles  of  thaforesd  Sea  Coast. 
And  also  all  the  Sea  Coast  and  Land  lying  on  ye  East  and  North  east 
side  of  the  Harboure  and  Riuer  ot  Pascataway  aibresd  and  opi)osite 
to  the  bounds  aboue  mencioned  begining  lo  miles  to  3'e  S.  eastward 
of  yc  Mouth  or  first  entrance  and  brgining  oJ   ilir  said  Harboure, 
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iind  so  upp  to  yc  talis  and  into  the  ponds,  or  l.akes  that  feed  the  sd 
lialls,  by  the  space  of  oO  miles  ineliuliiig  thi-  sd  ponds  or  Lakes 
and  Ihe  Shoores  tliereof,  and  so  c.rossiiii^  into  the  Landward,  at  a 
right  angle  by  the  spac;e  ol  ;>  miles  the  whole  length  thereof  from  ye 
sd  month  oi-  tir.^t  entrance  fiom  (he  Sea  and  Ka.stwds  into  ye  Sea  wch 
sd  ;>  miles  siialbe  allowed  for  ye  breadth  of  jy  e  sd  land  last  meneoned 
both  upon  ye  land  and  sea,  As  also  all  ye  laud  Soyh^  (iround  Woods, 
(^uarrie,  Mines,  liishings  Hunting  Hawking  Howling  Commodities 
and  Hereditamts  vvhatsocuer,  togeiither  wth  all  i>rerogatinivs  Jnris- 
diccons  lloyallties,  Prirnleidges,  ffranchises  and  prheminence  wthin 
the  prcincts  of  Land  last  menc;oned,  conteined  'i'o  haue  and  to  hold 
all  ye  sd  House  and  Habitacon  porcous  ol'  Land  and  all  Lakes  and 
islands  therein  conteined  as  aforesaid,  and  all  and  singular  other  yc; 
prmisses  hereby  given,  granted,  bargained,  sold,  aliened,  enfeolfed, 
and  confirmed,  wth  all  and  singular  llie  appnrtenci'S  and  eunry  part 
and  pcell  tlicreof  unto  ye  sd  Sr  llerdenando  (Jorges,  Capt  John  ."Ma- 
son, John  Cotton,  Henry  Cai'dner  (ieo.  (irillith,  Ldwyn  (Juy,  Thom- 
as Wannerton,  Thomas  Kyvc  and  Llyczer  Lyer  to  ye  only  use  v.'v:  be- 
hoofc  of  them  ye  sd  tterd.  (iorges  i*C:c  their  Heires  and  Ass.  tor 
cuer.  Yielding  and  paying  unto  our  Souer  Ld  ye  King  his  Heires 
and  Su(tcessors  l-o  of  all  ye  Oare  of  (iold  and  Siluer  that  from  time 
to  time  and  at  all  tymes  hereafter  shalbc  there;  gotten,  had  iSz,  ol)- 
tt!incd  for  all  sernices,  duties  and  Comands,  and  also  3a'ilding  Si  pay- 
ing unto  the  sd  Presidt  Council!  and  their  Suceessers  euery  yeere 
yeerely  for  euer  40s  sterl.  at  ye  tieast  of  St  Mi(^h  :  tharchangell  if  it 
shalbe  lawfully  demanded,  at  the  Assnrance  House  on  the  W  est  side 
of  the  lloyll  Kxchange  in  London.  [Then  follow  the  usual  cove- 
nants for  quiet  possession  and  further  assurance — and  the  app(unt- 
ment  of  Capt.  Thom,  Camock  and  Henry  doselin  as  attonnjys  to 
deliver  seizin  and  possession.]  In  Witnosse  wh(M-eof  the  said  pres- 
ident and  Councill  to  two  pai  ts  of  these  presents  both  of  One  Tenor 
haue  sett  their  Common  Scale  and  to  one  pai't  thereof  the  sd  Sr 
Ferden:  Gorges,  (.'apt.  dohn  .Mason,  John  Colton,  Hem-y  (Gardiner, 
(ieo:  GriOith,  Edwyn  Guy,  Tlio:  Wannerton  Thorn:  Eyre  and  Llie- 
zer  Eyre  haue  sett  their  hands  and  Scale  the  Day  and  yeere  tirst 
abouc^  written. 

(Endorsed  in  pencil)    d.    Nov.  IGdl. 
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[Note.] 

Previous  to  our  discovery  of  tiiis  instrument,  our  knowledge  of  its 
terms  was  derived  solely  Irom  the  abstract  printed  in  Hubbard's  (tCii. 
Hist,  of  New  England,  p.  215.  Hubbard  had  evidently  seen  a  true 
eopy  of  the  instnmient  which  he  states  was  then  extant  {circd  1()8()) 
in  the  hands  of  some  gentlemen  living  at  Portsmouth.  He  quotes 
ac'cuiately  considerable  portions  of  the  document ;  but  when  he  un- 
dertakes to  set  forlh  a  condensed  description  ol  the  limits  ol'  the 
(^rant,  his  language,  as  jyrihfcd,  is  misleading  or  unintelligibh;.  The 
text  is  as  follows:  "Among  other  things  there  is  also  added  [to  the 
Pescataway  grant]  salt  works,  lying  and  being  situate  near  the  har- 
bor ol"  Pascataqua  with  all  tlie  lands  adjoining,  that  run  along  live 
miles  westward  by  the  sea-coast,  and  so  to  cross  oY(!r  in  an  angle  ol 
three  miles  breadth  towards  a  plantation  in  tiie  hands  of  Ed\vai-d 
Hilton  supposed  to  be  about  J)(»ver  and  so  towards  Exeter.'" 

Tills  description  is  absolutely  without  mraiiuti)  What  significa- 
lion  can  be  attached  to  the  words,  "-iDui  so  to  cross  on  r  iu.  an.  ait.<il(i 
of  Ikra'  miles  brvadUi  toiiuirds  a  jdanlalioii  in  (he  ha)ids  of  Kdtrard 
HiUoiiT''  iVnd,  moreover,  this  descripti(;n,  as  it  stantls  printed,  i)ur- 
])orting  to  be  copied  out  of  tlie  Patent  itsell,  is  on  its  face  erroneous, 
for  how  could  a  (irant,  made  in  refer  to  the  town  of  F.xi  tcr, 

whicli  was  unknown  and  unnamed  until  several  y(;ars  later P 

\\\'.  may  be  conlident  that  the  Rev.  AVilliam  llulibard  did  not 
wrlli!  any  such  description  of  the  -'Pescataway  ( ii'ant,"  as  is  print- 
ed in  his  history,  and  that  the  jai-gon  of  his  i)rinted  language  lias 
been  introduced  by  the  ignorance  or  carelessness  of  his  t-ranscril)ers, 
or  by  the  im[)Ossibility  of  deciphering  at  times  "llubbanrs  ciabbcd 
autograph.'"  As  is  w(dl  known,  the  "(Jcniiral  History  ol  New 
laigland"  was  printed  l)y  the  IMass.  Hist.  Society  IVtmi  a  manuscript 
which  once  beh)nged  to  Prince.  This  manuscript  was  not  in  the  au- 
tlu)j'\s  own  handwriting,  and  dilferent  portujus  of  it  wei'e  copied  l)y 
several  diiferent  transcribers,  some  ol  whose  chirography  is  illegible 
to  the  most  careiul  study,  IJndei"  such  circumstances,  tlui  printed 
History  could  hardly  (iscajje  niunerous  errors  which,  though  they 
have  siivercly  shaken  the  authority  (»f  the  work,  arc  not  jnslly 
chargeabh;  against  the  -'learned  and  ingmiious  author"  himsell. 

Whoever  will  take  tin;  pains  to  compare  Hubbard's  dc^scription  ol 
the  "(Jrant  of  Pescat,away,"  alcove  (pioted,  with  ilu!  language  of  the 
Instiiunent  itself,  will  he.  satisfied  ihal  he  had  belon;  him  a  cojjy  of 
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that  instrument  at  the  time  he  extracted  his  description  from  it,  be- 
cause the  words  used  in  this  description  are  nearly  all  of  them  to  be 
found  in  the  Grant.  The  description,  as  printed,  purports  from  its 
invert(!d  conmias  to  be  quoted  literally  from  the  instrument  itself. 
This  is  obviously  incorrect,  as  Hubbard  undertakes  only  to  give  the 
suhstniice,  not  the  language,  of  the  grant. 

What  were  the  exact  words  used  by  the  historian  in  making  up  liis 
epitome  of  the  Pescataway  gi-ant,  we  shall  perhaps  never  know; 
l)Ut  it  may  be  entertaining,  in  the  absence  of  any  sort  of  knowledge 
on  the  subject,  to  indulge  in  fanciful  conjectures.  Suppose  we  su])- 
ply  to  Hubbard's  descrijition  the  few  words,  here  printed  in  italics, 
to  be  found  in  the  Patent  itself,  but  omitted  perhaps  by  the  transcrib- 
er ;  the  clause  will  then  read  thus  : 

"Among  other  things  there  is  also  added  salt  works  lying  and  be- 
ing situate  near  the  harl)or  of  Pascataqua  with  all  the  lands  adjoin- 
ing, that  run  along  five  miles  westward  by  the  sea  coast  and  al-^o  Ui.e 
lands  0)1  the  east  side  of  the  rive?',  to  cross  over  into  the  landward  at  a 
right  angle  by  the  sjiace  of  three  miles  breadth  towards  a  Plantation 
in  the  hands  ot  Ed.  Hilton  supposed  to  be  about  Dover  and  so  to- 
wards Exeter.'' 

The  description,  as  thus  amended,  would  be  an  intelligible  and 
generally  accurate  abstract  of  the  limits  of  the  Pescataway  (jirant. 


III. 

I*(H>er  of  Submission. 

The  14th  ot  the  4th  mo.  1641. 

VVhei'cas  some  Lords,  knights,  gentleinm  &  others  did  purchased 
of  Mr.  Kdward  Hilton,  &  of  some  mei'chants  of  Bristoll  two  pat- 
t(;nts,  one  called  Wecohannet  or  Hilton's  point  conmionly  called  or 
knowne  by  the  name  ot  Dover  or  Nortiiam,  the  other  pattent  set 
forth  by  the  name  of  the  south  part  of  the  ryver  of  Pascataquack  be- 
ginning at  the  sea  side  or  near  thereabout  &  coming  round  the  said 
land  hy  the  river  unto  the  falls  of  (^uam.scwlt  as  more  fully  appear 
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by  the  said  grant:  And  whereas  also  the  inhabitants  residing  at 
present  within  the  Iiniitts  oT  both  the  said  grants  liave  of  late  &  for- 
merly comphiined  of  the  want  of  somj  good  government  amongst 
them  desired  some  help  in  tliis  parLieular  from  the  j  iristlietion  of 
tiie  Mass  Bay,  whereby  they  may  be  ruled  and  onlered  according 
unto  God  both  in  churcii  it  commonweal,  and  for  the  avoyding  such 
insulferable  disorders  whereby  God  hath  been  much  dishonored 
amongst  them.  Those  gentlemen  whose  names  are  here  specified, 
(jieorge  Willis  gent,  ilobt.  Saltonstall  gent,  Will.  Whiting,  Edward 
llolliock,  Thomas  Makepeace,  partners  in  the  said  pattent  do  in  be- 
halffc  of  the  rest  of  the  patentees  dispose  ot  the  lands  &  jurisdiction 
of  the  premises  as  foUoweth,  beijig  willing  to  turther  such  a  good 
worke  have  hereby  for  tiiemselves  <Si  in  the  name  of  the  rest  of  the 
pattentees  given  up  &  set  over  all  that  power  of  jurisdiction  or  gov- 
ernment ot  the  said  ^jcople  dwelling  and  abiding  within  the  lim- 
itt.s  of  both  tlie  said  pattents  unto  the  government  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts liay,  by  them  to  be  ruled  ordered  in  all  causes  crim- 
inal! and  civill  as  inhabitants  dwelling  witiiin  tiie  limitts  of  the 
Massachusetts  government  ct  to  be  subject  to  pay  in  church  Si 
commonweaU^  as  the  sai^i  inliabitants  of  the  Massachusetts  bay  dt> 
it  no  other.  And  the  freemen  of  the  said  '2  pattents  to  enjoy  the 
like  liberties  as  other  freemen  do  in  the  said  Massachusetts  govern" 
ment,  &  that  there  shall  be  a  court  ot  justice  kept  withiit  one  of  the 
'2  patents,  which  shall  have  the  same  power  that  the  courts  of  Salem 
it  Ipswich  have.  Provided  always,  &  it  is  hereby  declared  that  one 
ol'  the  said  pattents,  that  is  to  say  that  on  the  south  side  of  the  ryver 
of  Pascataquack,  ct  in  the  other  pattent  one  third  part  of  the  land 
witli  all  improved  land  in  the  said  pattent  to  the  lords  i&  gentlemen 
&  other  owners  sliall  be  &  remain  unto  them,  their  heirs  &  assigns 
loi-(!ver  as  their  proper  right  it  as  having  trut;  interest  therein  saving 
liie  interest  of  jurisdiction  to  the  Massachusetts,  and  the  said  pattent 
of  Weeohannett  shall  be  divided  as  formerly  is  expresl  by  indill'ercnt 
men  equally  chosen  on  both  sides,  whereby  tlie  plantation  may  bee 
furthered  it  all  occasions  of  dilFerences  avoyded. 

And  this  lionored  coui  t  of  the  Massachusetts  hearl)y  pronnse  to  bee 
he(!lpfal  to  the  maintenance  ol  the  riglit  of  the  Pattentees  in  l)()th  the 
said  Pattents  in  all  the  legall  courses  in  any  part  (jf  tlieir  jurisdiction. 

Subsc-i'ibed  by  the  fore  named  gcnl lemen  in  tlie  presence  of  the 
general  court  assembled  the  day  afore  writtcMi.  ( Ret;.,  vol.  1,  pp- 
and  5. 
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The  Act  of  Union, 

A  G(3iiei-al  Court  hekl  at  liostoii  tliu       day  of  the  «tli  mouth  IGil. 

VVhcruas  it  appeareth  that  by  the  exteut  of  tliu  liue  (according  to 
our  patent)  tiiat  the  ryver  of  Pascataquack  is  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Massachusetts  &  conference  being  had  (at  severall  times)  with 
the  said  people  &  and  some  deputed  by  tlie  (lenerall  Court  for  the 
setteling  and  establisliing  (U"  order  in  tlie  administration  of  justice 
there.  It  is  now  ordered  by  the  Cenerall  C-'ourt  lioiden  at  15oston 
the  9th  day  of  the  8th  month  1G41,  &  with  the  consent  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  ryver  as  followeth  : 

Ivipmnis,  That  from  liencetortli  tlie  said  people  inhabiting  there 
are  and  shall  be  accepted  cSi:  reputed  under  the  government  of  the 
Massachusetts  as  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  within  the  said  jurisdic- 
tion are. 

Also  that  they  shall  have  the  same  order  and  way  of  administration 
of  justice  and  way  of  keeping  courts  as  it?  established  at  Ipswich  & 
Salem. 

ALso  that  they  shall  be  excnnpted  from  all  publique  (-harges  other 
than  those  that  shall  arise  lor,  or  Irom  among  themselves  or  Irom 
any  occasion  or  course  that  may  be  taken  to  procure  their  own  par- 
ticular good  or  benefit. 

Also  they  shall  enjoy  all  such  lawfull  liberties  of  lishing,  planting 
felling  timber  as  formerly  they  have  enjoyed  in  the  said  ryver. 

Mr  Simon  Bradstreete,  Mr  Israeli  Stoughton,  Mr  Samuel  Synionds, 
Mr  Willi.  Tynge,  Mr  Francis  Williams  Mr  Edward  Hilton  or  any 
tour  of  them,  whereof  Mr  liradstreete  or  Mr  Stoughton  to  bee  one 
these  shall  have  the  same  powei-  that  the  Quarter  Courts  at  Salem 
and  Ipswich  have. 

Also  the  inhabitants  there  are  allowed  to  send  two  deputyes  from 
the  whole  ryver  to  the  Court  at  Boston. 

Also  Mr.  Bradstreete,  Mr  Stoughton  and  the  rest  of  the  commis- 
sioners shall  have  power  at  the  Court  at  Pascataquack  to  appoint 
two  or  three  to  joyne  with  Mr  Williams  &  Mr  Hilton  to  govern  the 
people  as  the  magistrates  do  here  till  the  next  (Jenerall  Court,  or  till 
the  ('ouj't  take  further  order. 

It  is  further  ord(;red  that  until  our  commissioners  shall  arrive  at 
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Pascataquack,  those  men  who  already  have  authority  by  the  late 
coinbiiiatioii  to  govern  the  people  there  shall  conthuie  hi  the  same 
aiiLliority  &  power  to  bee  determined  at  the  eoming  of  the  said  com- 
missioners cVs  not  before.    C.  Kec,  vol.  1,  pp.  20. 


Report  Of  Comrtiittee  on  Partition. 
Alay  2'2,  1G5G. 

We  whose  names  are  Inireto  subscribed  according  to  an  order  of 
the  lionored  (ienerall  Court  in  November  IGoo,  ai)pointinge  us  to 
nialYC  a  lirst  devision  of  (he  i'attent  of  Swaniscott  doe  tlius  make 
our  returne. 

Wlien  we  come  to  peruse  the  Fattent  we  found  it  to  extend  tor 
till'  length  of  it  from  the  lownr  part  of  tiie  river  l*a.-5Cata(piaclv  on 
the  south  side  ol  saiil  River  unto  tiie  falls  of  said  River  at  K.vetcr,  & 
[\)V  breadth  along  the  said  River  ;)  miles  from  tho  fads  of  the  head 
lyne  for  the  breadth  of  it,  which  head  lyne  we  run  upon  a  southeast 
poynt  of  the  compass  which  ended  three  quarters  of  a  mile  beyond 
Aspe  brooke  towards  Hampton  about  40  polo  beyond  or  below  the 
high  way  where  we  marked  a  great  red  oak  on  fowrc  sides. 

2dly.  From  the  said  head  lyiie  we  measured  for  the  length  on  the 
Northeast  poynt  of  the  Compass  G  miles  &  a  lialfe  the  whieii  ex- 
tended to  that  part  of  the  bay  near  VViuicott  River. 

odly.  We  measured  a  second  cross  line  for  breadth  beginning  at 
S([uamscott  house  extending  it  o  miles  upon  the  south  east  [)oyut 
where  we  did  mark  several  pine  trees.  The  rest  of  the  land  be- 
longing to  the  Pattent  about  &  bulow  tiie  great  l)ay  we  undei'stooil 
(o  be  iiupassabk;  as  to  ineasuringe  by  reason  of  the  lixc-eedinge  thii^k 
swamps;  but  we  took  the  best  information  we  might  of  divers  & 
severall  inhabitants  of  the  great  Ray  &  Straberry  lianke  ik  their  re- 
ports agreed  vi/.,  that  from  the  lower  part  of  the  bottom  of  the 
Ray  neere  Capt.  Champoun's  house  to  the  River  neere  the  Boyling 
IJoek  Ol-  thereabout  all  the  neck  of  land  withiji  lh;u  Pyne  unto  the 
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little  Bay  Contayniuge  ns  no  ere  us  men  of  best  experience  can  in- 
I'orme  about  4  miles  s(j[u:ire  boing  all  within  the  Pattent.  And 
whereas  from  the  easterly  part  of  the  great  Hay,  being  a  part  of 
(he  river,  we  shoiilil  have  measured  :i  miles  into  the  land  we  find 
in  that  phice  by  credible  informat  ion  the  land  so  narrow  to  the  sea- 
ward that  we  can  allow  no  more  according  to  the  intent  of  the  Pat- 
tent  as  we  understand  it  that  one  mile  and  a  halfe  to  be  run  from 
each  poynt  of  the  bottom  of  the  Hay  upon  an  easterly  line  into  ye 
land. 

To  the  matter  of  service  appoynted  unto  us  by  the  (lenerall 
Courte  eoncerning  divission  of  the  Pattent,  we  tin  ding  the  present 
owners  to  be  of  three  sorts  or  ranks  we  have  therefore  agreed  to  make 
three  several!  divissions.  The  first  division  being  8  shares  &  one 
quarter  belonging  to  Mr  Nathaniel  Gardner,  Mr  Tho.  Lake  &  part- 
ners, we  assign  and  lay  out  to  them  all  the  land  from  Hloody  I'oint 
unto  the  boyling  Rock  for  breadth  or  tliereabouts  &  for  length  ex- 
teniliuge  to  the  lower  lyne  of  the  middle  devission  which  is  about  40 
l)ok'  from  Sandy  Poynt  &  so  the  lyne  running  Southeast  8  miles  in 
the  land  as  also  the  land  lying  upon  the  bottom  of  the  great  Hay, 
being  or  extendinge  one  mile  &  halfe  from  every  part  of  the  bottom 
of  the  bay  upon  an  east'ly  lyne  into  the  woods  in  which  division  of 
th(^  land  &  marsh  graunted  unto  Dover  by  the  generall  Court  shall  be 
&  remayne  to  them  forever  viz.,  the  land  from  Kinges  Creeke  to  a 
certain  Cove  neere  the  mouth  of  the  great  Hay  called  Ilogstye  Cove 
with  all  the  marsh  from  that  place  round  about  the  bay  up  to  Cot- 
terills  Delight  with  400  acres  ot  upland  as  it  graunted  by  the  Court 
bounded  la3'd  out  and  possessed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Dover  with 
oO  acres  of  upland  morc^  about  or  neere  the  great  Hay  with  5')  acres 
to  be  layd  out  and  disposed  of  by  Capt.  Richard  Walden  to  some  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Dover,  whom  he  sees  litt. 

'i'he  second  division  being  <s  shares  one  quarter  belonging  to 
Capt.  Thomas  \N  iggan  parlnej's,  who  have  purchased  and  ob- 
tained th(;  same,  we  assignee  >Si  lay  out  :]  miles  sij[uare  beginning  at  a 
[)lmnp  of  trees  slanding  on  a  i)eece  of  old  planting  land  about  40 
poles  below  Sandy  poynt,  up  the  river  upon  a  streight  line  toward 
K\(M,c!r,  the  River  l)eing  the  bound>  of  it  on  the  North  side  &  at  each 
end  to  run  a  lyne  upon  the  southeast  poynt  of  the  Compass  I]  miles 
into  the  land  there  to  bound  it  oti  that  side,  Provided  that  Capt  Tho 
\\'igg;in  [Kiy  unto  t\w.  other  two  thirds  the  sum  of  £(](>  r;>s  td  ac- 
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(wording  to  thoir  shares  and  proportions  in  boards  within  G  months 
if  demanded  which  he  is  to  pay  at  either  of  liis  saw-mills  in  Pascat- 
a<{uack  river. 

To  (he  third  division  beiii^  «  sluires  tV:  one  quarter  belonging  to 
Mie  Shrewsbury  men,  to  which  we  assigne  iSi,  lay  out  all  that  land 
from  the  uppermost  lync  of  the  middle  division  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Creeke  called  Mr  Wheelwrights  creeke,  the  saiue  to  run  o  miles  to- 
wards Hampton  upon  a  southeast  lyne  all  the  land  between  this  lyne 
&  Exeter  falls  to  the  fidl  extent  of  the  Lyne  to  ly[e]  io  Exeter,  being 
grannted  to  them  by  deed  of  gift  by  Capt.  Wiggan  sole  agent  for  the 
Company, 

The  (V)urt  allows     approvers  of  the  ^  Samukl  Winslow, 
returne  of  this  Committee  as  is  here/  VV^m  I>Aii'riiOLOj\iEW, 


expr(.'st. 
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